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GOSPEL REFLECTIONS ON THE PAST AND THE PRESENT 

The Supreme Court has overturned its 
1973 Roe v. Wade ruling and now the 
issue of abortion will be part of our na-
tional debate as much as ever. Here are 
some of the many reasons the usual argu-
ments in favor of abortion are wrong. 
 

 
Why Itôs Wrong: Laws often restrict an 
individualôs rights, including the right to 
hurt another person or infringe upon an-
otherôs rights. In taking the life of an 
unborn child, a woman is taking away the 
most basic of all rights. 

An unborn child is not part of a 
womanôs body, but a separate, individual 
human being with his or her own rights. 
A child is not the motherôs property, just 
as parents are legal guardians of children 
but not the childrenôs owners and are not 
allowed to abuse their children. 

 
Pro-Abortion Claim: When most abor-
tions take place, in early pregnancy, a 
fertilized egg is just a mass of cells, not 
a human being. It doesnôt feel pain. 

 
Why Itôs Wrong: A new life begins at 
conception and should not be destroyed 
by human interference. 
 First, one-third of abortions take 
place after nine weeks of pregnancy. Yet 
from the moment of conception, the   
zygote has its own unique DNA struc-
ture, is alive and growing, and is 

equipped to become a mature human 
being. 
 Six weeks after conception, the 

unborn childôs heartbeat is detectableð

but began beating before then. At week 

three, neural development begins. 

At week four, the eye, ear, and respirato-

ry systems begin to form. At week six, 

the mouth and lips are present. At week 

seven, the embryo looks like a baby. 

The beginning of life could be 

defined by many different points of de-

velopment ð fertilization (the fusion of 

the nuclei of the sperm and egg cell), 

implantation, the first movement, heart-

beat, or brain waves, consciousness, or 

birth. Any point you choose could be just 

a dayôs difference between life and death 

for an unborn child. 

Drawing the line at the point of 
viability is also problematic ð that point 
will continue to get earlier in the preg-
nancy as medical advances create better 
means of keeping the unborn alive out-
side the womb; indeed, viability is now 
weeks earlier than it was when Roe was 
decided. 

Yet the unborn child did not 
become a person because he could sur-
vive due to modern science. Newborns 
are not technically viable either, as they 
cannot survive on their own. By this log-
ic, we should consider it acceptable to 
kill newborns. 

Nor does the absence of pain at 
early stages make it moral to kill the un-
born child, just as it would not with an 
adult. Abortion can involve sucking a 

baby out of the uterus (or as Planned 
Parenthood puts it, ñthe suction machine 
is turned on and the uterus is gently emp-
tiedò), causing a stillbirth by injecting a 
salt solution into the uterus, and other 
horrors. 

 

 
Why Itôs Wrong: The occurrence of an 
event in nature does not justify deliber-
ately mimicking that event. The elderly 
die of natural causes, but that doesnôt 
make it right to kill them. And 
many miscarriages are associated with 
extra or missing chromosomes. 

 
Pro-Abortion Claim: Birth control 
isnôt 100 percent effective. When it 
fails, women have been responsible 
and need abortion as another method 
to avoid having a child. 
 
Why Itôs Wrong: Seven percent of 
women report having sex without using 
some form of birth prevention in the past 
three months, not including 8 percent 
who have such sex but are seeking preg-
nancy or already pregnant. Many people 
who use birth control do not do so effec-
tively. 

The pregnancy prevention rate 
of birth-control pills used consistently 
and correctly is 99 percent. For that small 
portion who correctly used birth control 
but it did not prevent conception, they 
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have to accept the risks of sexual activity, 
which include a child. Contraception 
is free with most health insurance plans 
and easily available. 

 

 
Why Itôs Wrong: One percent of women 
say they want an abortion because they 
were raped, and less than 0.5 percent say 
they are pregnant as a result of incest. 
Even in such very rare cases, an unborn 
child should not be killed because of  
another personôs evil deed. The pregnant 
woman needs love and support, not more 
trauma. 

An estimated 800,000 abortions 
take place in the United States each 
year. Common reasons given for seeking 
an abortion are that a child would disrupt 
the motherôs education (38 percent), in-
terfere with job or career (38 percent), or 
be unaffordable (73 percent). About half 
of respondents said they didnôt want to 
be a single mom or were having relation-
ship problems. 

About a third said they didnôt 
want any more kids; 25 percent said they 
didnôt want people to know they had sex 
or got pregnant; 32 percent said they 
werenôt ready for a child; and 22 percent 
didnôt feel mature enough to raise chil-
dren. More than half of those seeking 
abortion have had at least one previous 
birth. 

 
Pro-Abortion Claim: Minors are too 
young for the responsibilities of 
parenthood. 

 
Why Itôs Wrong: About 3 percent of 
females who get abortions are younger 
than 18, and 8 percent are 18 to 19 years 
old. Parents of minors should teach their 
children about the consequences of sex, 
the benefits of abstinence, and the limita-
tions of contraception, among other 
things: Sex can lead to pregnancy and if 
it does the unborn child should not be 
killed. 

Accepting truths that you donôt 
like is part of maturity, and sex should be 
reserved for mature people ready to care 
for a child. 

 
Pro-Abortion Claim: If abortion were 
made legal only in cases of rape or in-
cest, women would lie. 

 
Why Itôs Wrong: The court system 
could settle the truth of their claims and 
more reporting of rape and incest would 
help bring perpetrators to justice. 

 
Pro-Abortion Claim: Abortion is safer 
than continuing a pregnancy to term. 

 
Why Itôs Wrong: Even if abortion is 
safer than pregnancy, that doesnôt make 
it right. But with modern medicine, the 
death risks for both abortion and preg-
nancy are very low. 
 
Pro-Abortion Claim: It would be bet-
ter for abnormal fetuses to be aborted 
than to live with poor health or a disa-
bility. 

 
Why Itôs Wrong: In the case of the 
small minority of fetuses with a poten-
tially life-threatening abnormality, a nat-
ural death may result, but, if not, the 
child should be given the benefit of the 
doubt, not be killed. Itôs wrong to kill 
disabled people for their disabilities. 

 
Pro-Abortion Claim: If abortion were 
outlawed, women would just get riski-
er, dangerous abortions. 

 
Why Itôs Wrong: People break other 
laws with repercussions too, but we donôt 
avoid that outcome by not making those 
laws. Outlawing abortion would save 
millions of unborn babiesô lives. 

It is difficult to know the num-
ber of abortions resulting in death before 
abortion was legalized, because many 
illegal abortions went unreported. Educa-
tion is the best alternative, so women 
know the risks of trying to get an abor-
tion illegally, how to effectively use birth 
control, and how they can receive assis-
tance as mothers. 

 
Pro-Abortion Claim: The right to an 
abortion has led to a more prosperous 
society as women have continued in 
their careers and low-income couples 
have not been burdened with an addi-
tional expense. Abortion has reduced 
the child abuse and crime that arise 
from unwanted children. 

 
Why Itôs Wrong: Abortion has been bad 
for our society, as it devalues human life 
and the fulfillment that only family and 
children, not a job, can provide. If wom-
en want to put careers first or canôt afford 
children, they should practice abstinence 
or correctly use birth control and make 
plans for accepting the consequences if 
that fails. 

If women are poor and do have 
children, the government provides assis-
tance. Adoption is also a better option 
than killing an unborn child. Many lov-
ing, screened, financially stable parents 
are waiting to adopt babies. 

As for whether studies prove 
that abortion has reduced crime or abuse, 

this is a dangerous line of argument. 
Should we abort babies of certain groups 
more likely to be criminals? 

 
Pro-Abortion Claim: A woman has a 
right to privacy, as recognized by the 
Supreme Court, and to make her own 
decisions about her life and happiness. 
 
Why Itôs Wrong: Roe v. Wade was so 
strongly resisted because it was a deeply 
flawed decision. 
 
but the short answer is that the constitu-
tional right to liberty simply does not 
grant the right to kill another person, and 
an unborn child is a person. 
 Abortion is a deeply divisive 
issue, and about half of Americans con-
sider themselves pro-life and half call 
themselves pro-choice.  Overturning Roe 
will not end abortion rights but return the 
issue to the states, allowing for a more 
democratic process ð the debate will 
continue, but the truth remains the same. 
 
 
Eleanor Bartow is the features editor at The Feder-
alist. Follow her on Twitter at @elliebartow.    
Bartow was an editor and investigative reporter at 
the Daily Caller, editor-in-chief of the American 
Enterprise Instituteôs magazine, and a reporter for 
Congressional Quarterly. Her articles have been 
published with The New York Times, The Interna-
tional Herald Tribune, Real Clear Policy, American 
Spectator, and others. She has been interviewed on 
Fox News Radio, C-SPAN, XM, NPR, OANN, and 
more. She received a Fulbright Professional Grant 
in Journalism and was a fellow with the Claremont 
Institute and National Review Institute. 
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Marti and I recently returned from a 

wonderful vacation on the island of 

St. Lucia in the Eastern Caribbean.  

Our first St. Lucia vacation was in 

2000, a celebration of our thirtieth 

wedding anniversary.  We were una-

ble to plan a significant event for our 

twenty-fifth, but decided to do some-

thing special for our thirtieth, if the 

Lord allowed. We began putting  

away a little money each year, and a 

vacation to St. Lucia was at the top of 

the list.  Several months before the 

big event, we called Melinda at Ac-

tion Travel to see if she could arrange 

a trip to St. Lucia within our budget.  

She soon called back to say it ap-

peared to be impossible.  We were 

disappointed, or course, but began 

planning a trip to northern California 

instead.  Then Melinda called back to 

say that a St. Lucian resort had just 

posted a special deal.  She assured us 

that we could spend a week at a love-

ly facility, including air fare, lodging, 

meals, and island transportation, all 

within our budget.  We were delight-

ed, and enjoyed the anniversary cele-

bration of our dreams.  That trip be-

gan our love affair with St. Lucia, and 

God has blessed us to be able to re-

turn six more times over the past 

twenty-two years.  Why do I like St. 

Lucia so much?  Let me tell you why. 

 

BECAUSE ITôS A BEAUTIFUL 

ISLAND.  Iôll start with the most ob-

vious reason, the one nearly everyone 

would probably say, that St. Lucia is 

an incredibly beautiful paradise.  Eve-

ry Caribbean island is beautiful, and 

some will prefer others, which are 

equally inviting in their own way.  

For me, St. Lucia is the best of the 

best.  It would be difficult to find an-

other place with the same combina-

tion of mountains, rain forests, beach-

es, beautiful resorts, and most of all, 

warm friendly people.  In my mind, 

St. Lucia has more to offer than just 

about any place in the Caribbean. 

 

BECAUSE ITôS SPECIAL TO 

MARTI.  However, I have a strong 

attraction that few others can claim.  

You see, Marti lived in St. Lucia for 

eight years of her childhood.  Her 

parents, Bill and Glenna Grant, were 

missionaries serving on the island, 

and St. Lucia is filled with warm 

memories.  I enjoy St. Lucia, in great 

measure, because Marti enjoys it in a 

manner others cannot, and I love see-

ing her relive so many wonderful 

childhood memories.  St. Lucia is 

special to her in a way that cannot be 

replicated anywhere else. 

 

BECAUSE OF THE MINISTRY 

OF BILL GRANT.   When we visit 

St. Lucia, we look forward to wor-

shipping in one of the churches estab-

lished by the labors of Martiôs father.  

The closest to our resort is First Bap-

tist Church, Castries, the islandôs cap-

itol city, a church born out of the min-

istry of several missionaries working 

together.  We feel very much at home 

as we worship there, and enjoy re-

turning as often as possible.  Howev-

er, more recently we began traveling 

several additional miles to the town of 

Bexon, to worship at Grace Baptist 

Church, a congregation gathered al-

most entirely by the sole labors of 

Bill Grant, and whose sturdy little 

masonry building was constructed by 

Pastor Grantôs own hands.  Malcolm 

Scholar, a highly educated and capa-

ble St. Lucian has faithfully pastored 

this congregation for many years. We 

love worshipping with these dear peo-

ple, some of whom were children in 

the congregation when Marti lived 

there, and love to have their Ameri-

can friend return from time to time.  

Pastor Scholar, who was a young teen 

in those days, and a friend of Martiôs 

brother, Phil, is a solid Bible exposi-

tor who switches back and forth from 

English to Patois with remarkable 

verbal dexterity.  We love to fellow-

ship with beloved brothers in Christ, 

who are not only family through a 

common faith, but who are connected 

to Martiôs parents who labored sacri-

ficially to see a community of believ-

ers created on this beautiful island. 

 

BECAUSE JESSICA WAS MAR-

RIED THERE.  St. Lucia will al-

ways be special because our youngest 

daughter, Jessica, announced that she 

wanted to be married there in 2011.  

When Marti told me, my initial     

response was, ñNo way. We canôt 

possibly afford a wedding in St. Lu-

cia.ò  But the desire was strong, 

Godôs grace was sufficient, and a 

very special wedding took place in 

the church that Dad Grant built, in the 

company of thirty-one people, family 

and a few close friends.  Jessicaôs 

desire was a godly one, as she de-

signed her marriage to Joel Yelverton 

as a tribute to her Grandfatherôs mis-

sionary labors, fixing those years of 

service on foreign soil to the minds 

and hearts of family and friends in     

a unique manner.  It was a beautiful 

occasion, and served to make St.   

Lucia even more special to me. 

(Continued on page 4) 
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BECAUSE IT IS A DEMONSTRA-

TION OF THE POWER OF THE 

GOSPEL.  Although I could mention 

other factors, such as the burgeoning 

growth and development on the is-

land, and the rising economic level 

apparent with each subsequent visit, I 

am more excited about the growth of 

the gospel than anything else.  After a 

couple of decades of missionary    

labor, the Grants decided that the  

gospel was sufficiently established so 

that American missionaries were no 

longer necessary.  The Grants next 

assignment was Australia, then New 

Zealand, and finally a successful 

church plant in a suburb of Houston, 

Texas.  Bill Grant finished his gospel 

ministry as an assistant pastor of  

Beacon Baptist Church in Burlington, 

NC, before failing health forced his 

retirement from vocational ministry at 

the age of eighty.  Pastor Grant was 

greatly loved at Beacon, and I will 

always be grateful that God allowed 

me to partner with my godly father-in

-law in the work of the Lord.  I look 

forward to reunion with Mom and 

Dad Grant, who entered into the  

presence of the Lord after more than 

ninety fulfilling years in this world. 

 Bill Grant was right.  The 

churches in St. Lucia were strong 

enough to continue on their own.  

Today, there are nine faithful Baptist 

churches, each pastored by capable 

St. Lucians.  Several of these are 

strong in the doctrines of grace, and 

the gospel is well represented among 

the growing population where people 

need the gospel of Jesus Christ as 

much as any place in the world. 

 Now, perhaps, you better  

understand why Marti and I love St. 

Lucia.  Itôs a very special place to us, 

and we are richly blessed to be able to 

enjoy restful visits there from time to 

time.  

(Continued from page 3) 

 At the stage often referred to as ñSeniorò itôs not unusual to find ourselves cleaning out houses for 

our more elderly relatives. It feels like the dismantling of a life. And though it can be a physically draining 

task it can also be surprisingly sweet. It is the surprising finds that keep you going box to box, closet to clos-

et, attic to basement. One of the most amazing finds when cleaning out my parents possessions was a folder 

containing decades of ñprayer lettersò written to their supporters during their years on the mission field. The 

first one in the stack is what you see on the next page today, the first one written to potential    supporting 

churches, handwritten in Dadôs strong hand. Our recent visit to their first mission field in the  Caribbean 

brought this letter to mindé 

On The Feminine Side                          by Marti Barkman 

Church congregation in St. Lucia  
established by Pastor and Mrs. Grant.  

  

Picture painted by their granddaughter  
Jessica Barkman Yelverton.   

Joel and Jessica were married in  
this church in 2011. 
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