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 CHANGELESS TRUTHS for  

                  CHANGING TIMES 

Paradise is the constant hope 

of all of us.  It is hardwired within us.  

We tend to look for it everywhere.  

Our vain search heaps piles of disap-

pointment on us.  Our dream is shat-

tered again and again, sometimes by 

the same thing over again.  We find it 

hard to be satisfied, and we are 

tempted to become bitter.  We know 

we should have learned our lesson, 

but then we get up and start searching 

again.  Somehow, in some way, every 

human being is searching for para-

dise.  We look for it in the houses we 

buy.  We look for it in our friend-

ships.  We look for it in our jobs.  We 

hope we’ll get it in our marriages.  

We hope a vacation will give us just 

a little bit of it.  We envy people who 

we think have found it (although no 

one has).  We think if we just have a 

little more power, we will find it.  We 

hope another academic degree will be 

a pathway to it.  We move to a new 

city hoping more of it will be there 

than in the last.  We hop from church 

to church, hoping we will find it 

there.  We are emotionally exhausted, 

but we keep searching. 

Paradise remains elusive, 

because it cannot be found in this 

broken world marred by sin.  So you 

have a choice.  You can give yourself 

to a constant chorus of situational and 

relational complaints, making sure 

you let God and the people around 

you know that you are not happy at 

all with the way things are.  You can 

be critical, judgmental, and demand-

ing, making your relationships toxic 

and yourself unbearable to be around.  

Or you can stay committed to the 

delusion that somehow you will find 

or create paradise. You will try to 

control what you cannot control and 

require what will never be delivered.  

You can be on the constant move, 

regularly leaving situations, loca-

tions, and relationships because they 

did not measure up, and investing in 

the new place, with new people, in 

the hope that it will deliver.  You will 

end up lonely, disappointed, and al-

ienated, but you will probably keep 

looking. 

Now, none of these options 

will produce spiritual, emotional, or 

relational health in you, and they 

surely won’t leave you with the rest-

ful joy of contentment.  God, howev-

er, has another path.  How about 

mourning paradise lost?  Jesus says 

something rather shocking in His  

Sermon on the Mount: “Blessed are 

those who mourn, for they shall be 

comforted” (Matthew 5:4).  We would 

tend to think just the opposite: 

“Blessed are those who have no    

reason to mourn.”  Jesus is speaking 

with a full and experiential 

knowledge of what sin has done to 

the world. He knows that the world 

He created is not operating as it was   

intended to operate.  He knows that 

nothing right now will be like the 

paradise that once was.  He knows 

the value of recognizing the damage 

and weeping.  Imagine standing in 

front of your house that contained all 

your memories and all your posses-

sions after it was reduced to rubble 

by a tornado.  Wouldn’t you stand 

there and weep? 

Jesus is standing in front of 

the house that he built, a world filled 

with beautiful things that He made, 

now broken to pieces by sin, and     

He is saying to us, Look around.  

 
(Continued on page 2) 
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How can you not weep?  Mourning is 

healthy because it forces you to    

consider the full weight of the trage-

dy of sin.  Mourning is healthy be-

cause it forces you to let go of the 

delusion that you can turn the rubble 

into paradise.  Mourning is healthy 

because it makes you cry out for a 

restorer.  Mourning is healthy be-

cause it causes you to hold tightly    

to God’s promise of paradise to 

come.  Mourning is healthy because 

it teaches you how to be content   

between the “already” and the “not 

yet.”  Mourning is healthy because 

when you mourn in this way, the   

God of all comfort hears your cry   

and comes near with comfort that is 

profoundly more healing than a new 

situation, relationship, or location 

could ever be. 

Let your heart be crushed at 

what sin has done so your heart     

can be comforted by your Savior.  

And remember to mourn with hope, 

because your Lord has promised that 

what now is will end, and what is to 

come is worthy to be called paradise. 

 
Paul David Tripp (DMin, Westminster  

Theological Seminary) is a pastor, award-

winning author, and international conference 

speaker.  His nonprofit ministry exists to  

connect the transforming power of  

Jesus Christ to everyday life.   

(Continued from page 1) 

My Father’s Wise Bestowment 
 

        This is the vision of God’s sovereign and mysterious kindness that has sustained Christians in every     

century and from all parts of the world.  It is the vision that underlies scores of hymns that the people of God 

have sung through many storms.  Indeed, the great hymns usually come from the experience of suffering and 

prove by their existence the truth of their message—that afflictions bear fruit for the people of God.  Examples 

come not only from William Cowper, but from others as well. 

      Karolina Wilhelmina Sandell-Berg (Lina Sandell) “was the daughter of Jonas Sandell, pastor of the      

Lutheran church in Fröderyd, Sweden.  At age twenty-six, she accompanied her father on a boat trip to      

Gothenberg, during which he fell overboard and drowned before her eyes.  The tragedy profoundly affected 

Lina and inspired her to write hymns, one of the best known of which is “Day by Day.” 

 

 Day by day, and with each passing moment, Strength I find, to meet my trials here; 

    Trusting in my Father’s wise bestowment, I’ve no cause for worry or for fear. 

 He Whose heart is kind beyond all measure Gives unto each day what He deems best— 

 Lovingly, its part of pain and pleasure, Mingling toil with peace and rest. 

 
This is the same vision of God’s sovereign kindness that we saw in Bunyan’s Seasonable Counsel.  Our God is 

“kind beyond all measure.”  What he gives is a “Father’s wise bestowment,” which means he gives to each day 

“what He deems best—lovingly, its part of pain and pleasure.”  This wisely and lovingly apportioned pain 

gives us “strength to meet [our] trials here.”  The truth and beauty of this hymn was the fruit of affliction      

and goes on helping us “consider it all joy” (James 1:2) so that the affliction of our own lives may yield        

“the peaceful fruit of righteousness” (Hebrews 12:11). 

 
John Piper, The Hidden Smile of God, 

Desiring God Ministries 
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As more Evangelical Christians get 

on board the Theistic Evolution band-

wagon, the underlying issues become 

clearer.  The most important issue is 

the person of Adam.  Was Adam a 

real, historical figure, literally the first 

man in a long line of men, or was he a 

mythological person, a symbol of all 

men in the murky past of evolutionary 

history?  To support Theistic Evolu-

tion, proponents usually declare the 

early chapters of Genesis poetry ra-

ther than history.  In poetry, more 

latitude is given for imagery, and 

statements may be considered figura-

tive rather than factual.  This is called 

poetic license, and it is a legitimate 

form of communication.  History is 

more straightforward, and names and 

events are assumed to be factual.  So 

the issue boils down to this.  Was Ad-

am a real, historical figure, as he must 

be if Genesis is historical narrative, or 

was he a symbol of something else, as 

he could be if the early chapters of 

Genesis are poetry? 

   We could examine the early 

chapters of Genesis to see if they best 

fit the historical or poetic genre.  

However, in this article, I intend to 

look at several New Testament Scrip-

tures that reference Adam to see how 

they handle the question of Adam’s 

historicity.  The New Testament is 

God’s divinely given commentary on 

the meaning of the Old Testament.  If 

the New Testament regards Adam as 

symbolic, it follows that early Gene-

sis must be poetry, even if my person-

al reading of Genesis strongly sup-

ports the historical genre.  My percep-

tions may be wrong, and must be cor-

rected if the inspired New Testament 

authors regard Adam as symbolic.  

However, if the New Testament treats 

Adam as a literal man, it would seem 

inescapable that Genesis is history, 

and to regard Adam as symbolic is to 

contradict the Word of God.  It is tan-

tamount to exalting my wisdom 

above the men who were inspired by 

the Holy Spirit, and thus    to contra-

dict God Himself.  This is vitally im-

portant.  Let us, therefore, examine 

three New Testament passages to see 

how they regard the    person of Ad-

am. 

CHRIST’S  WORDS  IN   

MATTHEW  NINETEEN  
 

Consider Jesus teaching on divorce 

and marriage (Matthew 19:1-6).  In 

answer to the Pharisee question about 

divorce, Jesus went back to the begin-

ning.  He said, “Have you not read 

that He who made them at the begin-

ning made them male and female, and 

said, ‘For this reason a man shall 

leave his father and mother and be 

joined to his wife, and the two shall 

become one flesh.’?  “So then, they 

are no longer two but one flesh.  

Therefore, what God has joined     

together, let not man separate.” 

 Please consider:  1) Jesus equates 

the institution of marriage between 

Adam and Eve, recorded in Genesis 

2:21-24, as happening “at the begin-

ning.” This corresponds perfectly 

with the Genesis account, wherein 

Adam’s creation on the sixth day, and 

the creation of Eve and the institution 

of marriage all occur within a very 

short time sequence.  But what does 

“at the beginning” mean if Theistic 

Evolution is true?  It cannot mean at 

the beginning of creation, for Evolu-

tion requires billions of years from 

the time evolution began until homo 

sapiens finally evolved.  2)  Jesus said 

that God made “them” male and fe-

male “at the beginning.”  Again, this 

accords perfectly with an historical 

reading of Genesis, but how does   

this reconcile with Evolution, wherein 

millions of male and female pre-

historic creatures would have preced-

ed Adam and Eve?  3) When did the 

institution of marriage actually begin?  

According to Evolution, thousands of 

pre-historic men mated over thou-

sands of years before modern man 

finally appeared.  When did pre-

historic mating turn into human mar-

riage?  These are important questions. 

Until Theistic Evolution offers cogent 

answers that square with the words  

of Christ in Matthew 19, I must    

conclude that Jesus’ teaching on     

divorce certifies the Genesis account 

of creation as history, not poetry. 

 

 

 

 

LUKE’S  GENEALOGY   

OF  JESUS    
 

Genealogies are often considered bor-

ing, but please think through the sig-

nificance of the one in Luke 3:23-38.  

Luke begins with Jesus and traces 

backwards all the way to Adam.  Ob-

serve the precision with which Luke, 

(Continued on page 4) 

      

ADAM  

  

AND   
 

EVOLUTION 

Greg Barkman 

 

“Embracing  

Theistic Evolution  

has become cool 

among many  

Evangelicals today.   

The real issue is  

not what is cool,  

but what is true.”   
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the historian, guards every detail.  He 

begins, “Now Jesus Himself began 

His ministry at about thirty years of 

age, being (as was supposed) the son 

of Joseph, the son of Heli.”  Jesus was 

not the actual physical son of Joseph, 

for He was conceived by the Holy 

Spirit, but most people, who did not 

know about the virgin conception, 

“supposed” that Jesus was the son    

of Joseph.  Physically He was not.  

Legally He was, for Joseph adopted 

Jesus and made Him his own.  Thus 

Jesus, as the eldest son of Joseph,  

inherited whatever belonged to      

Joseph, which explains the detailed 

genealogy to certify Josephs’ royal 

lineage.    

 Please focus upon the histo-

ricity of the names that appear       in 

Luke’s genealogy.  Would anyone 

doubt that Joseph, Mary’s husband 

was a real, historical man?  Or that 

his father was Heli, also an            

historical figure?  How about David, 

the son of Jesse (vs. 31, 32)?  What 

about Abraham (vs. 34)?  Or Noah 

(vs. 36)?  Or Enosh, Seth, or Adam?   

Verse 38 reads, “the son of Enosh, the 

son of Seth, the son of Adam, the son 

of God.”  Luke considered Adam the 

first man, and thus the genealogy 

stops with Adam.  Adam was “the  

son of God” because he was created 

directly by God, and had no           

ancestors.  How does this square with 

Theistic Evolution, wherein Adam 

had many human, or pre-human    

ancestors? 

 Luke considers Adam a real, 

historical figure, just like every other 

name in this list.  At what point in 

Luke’s genealogy do the names 

change from historical men to sym-

bolic figures?  Half way?  Three quar-

ters?  Or is everyone historical until 

we get to Adam? 

 Theistic Evolution calls into 

question the integrity of many Scrip-

tures.  Is Luke’s genealogy historical?  

Is it part history and part poetry?  

Where does the change from history 

to poetry occur?  Theistic Evolution-

ists must provide clear and convinc-

ing answers to these questions if   

they hope to convince serious Bible 

students that Genesis is not actual 

history. 

 

PAUL’S  RESURRECTION  

TEACHING    
 

First Corinthians fifteen is the “Great 

resurrection chapter.”  In the course 

of his instruction, the inspired Apostle 

makes a number of statements relat-

ing to the historicity of Adam.  Con-

sider the following:  “For since by 

man came death, by Man also came 

the resurrection from the dead.  For as 

in Adam all die, even so in Christ all 

shall be made alive.”  Paul believed 

that death began with Adam.  He be-

lieved that Adam’s death brought 

death to all Adam’s race.  Paul be-

lieved that Christ’s resurrection is a 

corollary to Adam’s death.  It is diffi-

cult to conceive that Paul considered 

Jesus Christ to be historical, but Ad-

am to be figurative.  Theistic Evolu-

tion teaches that death reigned for 

millions of years before Adam, and 

that millions of living creatures died 

before Adam sinned.  Can that be rec-

onciled with Paul’s statements above? 

 Consider verse 45:  “And so 

it is written, ‘The first man Adam 

became a living being.’  The last Ad-

am became a life-giving spirit.”  Paul 

quotes Genesis 2:7 to describe how 

Adam’s life was bestowed by God, 

not by Adam’s prehistoric ancestors.  

He had no father or mother.  He par-

allels that to “the last Adam,” which 

is Christ, who became “a life-giving 

spirit.”  The first Adam was given a 

spirit by God.  The last Adam not on-

ly received His spirit back into His 

body, but by virtue of His atoning 

sacrifice and powerful resurrection, 

imparts spiritual life to His people. 

How can the historical Christ be so 

strongly contrasted and compared to a 

symbolic figure?  How can “the last 

Adam” be a real man, but “the first 

Adam” a symbolic figure?  That’s 

quite a stretch. 

 Once again, there’s more at 

stake than the early chapters of  Gen-

esis in the question of the        histo-

ricity of Adam.  Numerous other 

Scriptures are called into question.  

The question is not simply was Moses 

writing history when he penned the 

early chapters of Genesis, but was 

Jesus speaking historically when He 

referred to the beginning of marriage 

in the Garden of Eden?  Was Luke 

writing history when he penned the 

genealogy of Jesus?  Was Paul over-

stating the facts when he compared 

Adam to Christ? 

 Embracing Theistic Evolution 

has become cool among many    

Evangelicals today.  The real issue is 

not what is cool, but what is true.  

What does the Bible teach? 

 

 

 
Published originally in  

December, 2011 

 
 

(Continued from page 3) 
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February, 2022: It’s been four 

months since I asked you to pray    

for our daughter, Jessica, diagnosed 

in September with brain cancer.  I 

delight to give you an update that 

amazes us!  After 6 ½ weeks of    

radiation and chemotherapy, she had 

an MRI to see how things compared 

post-treatment. 

 “We have nothing but happy 

news for you today,” was a summary 

statement from her doctor.  “…not 

expected, not something we ever 

see….”  The expectation was that 

things would be worse but instead  

the size of the tumor is significantly 

smaller! 

 “Praise God from whom all 

blessings flow” has been much in 

mind these past months.  Nearly para-

lyzing fear at the outset of the jour-

ney was soon replaced with a God-

given peace – so sweet there was no 

question as to the source….a loving 

Father.  The knowledge that people in 

many parts of the world were praying 

fervently for Jessica’s healing, the 

ways – small, large, and numerous – 

by which you demonstrated love   

and concern, and Jessica’s God-given 

confidence in his plan have all been 

strong walls of comfort and strength. 

 In all of this we are reminded 

that ALL God brings into our lives is 

for our good and his glory – though it 

seems harder to see the ‘good for us’ 

part.  But trials are included in that 

ALL, and are most beneficial when 

seen as given by a loving Father. 

 These few paragraphs from 

the old book “Streams in the Desert” 

speak well to this… 

 
“Sorrow is better than laughter;  

for by the sadness of the countenance 

the heart is made better.”  
 

(Ecclesiastes 7:3) 
  

 

hen sorrow comes under the power of 

Divine grace, it works out a manifold 

ministry in our lives.  

Sorrow reveals unknown 

depths in the soul, and 

unknown capabilities of 

experience and service.  

Gay, trifling people are 

always shallow, and nev-

er suspect the little 

meannesses in their na-

ture.  Sorrow is God’s plowshare that 

turns up and subsoils the depths of 

the soul, that it may yield richer har-

vests.  If we had never fallen, or were 

in a glorified state, then the strong 

torrents of Divine joy would be the 

normal force to open up all  our 

souls’ capacities; but in a fallen 

world, sorrow, with despair taken out 

of it, is the chosen power to reveal 

ourselves to ourselves.  Hence it is 

sorrow that makes us think deeply, 

long, and soberly. 

 Sorrow makes us go slower 

and more considerately, and intro-

spect our motives and dispositions.  It 

is sorrow that opens up within us the 

capacities of the heavenly life, and it 

is sorrow that makes us willing to 

launch our capacities on a boundless 

sea of service for God and our fellows.  

 We may suppose a class of 

indolent people living at the base of a 

great mountain range, who had never 

ventured to explore the valleys and 

canyons back in the mountains; and 

some day, when a great thunderstorm 

goes careening through the moun-

tains, it turns the hidden glens into 

echoing trumpets, and reveals the 

inner recesses of the valley, like the 

convolutions of a monster shell, and 

then the dwellers at the foot of the 

hills are astonished at the labyrinths 

and unexplored recesses of a region 

so near by, and yet so little known.  

So it is with many souls who indo-

lently live on the outer edge of their 

own natures until great thunderstorms 

of sorrow reveal hidden depths within 

that were never hitherto suspected. 

 

 

Streams in the Desert  
 

Compiled by  
Mrs. Charles E. Cowman 

 

First Printing—1925 

On The Feminine Side 
by Marti Barkman 
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The motif of the Olympic race was dear to the Apostle Paul. Did he sit in the stands in Athens or Corinth? Perhaps so.         

Regardless, parallels between “the games” and the believer’s race in life were often on his mind. He (along with the author 

of Hebrews) gives us seven laws for running the race. 
 

1. Run to win 
 

“Do you not know that in a race all the runners run, but only one gets the prize?  Run in such a way as to get the prize” 

(1 Corinthians 9:24-25) (NASB). 

 

2. Observe strict discipline 
 

“Everyone who competes in the games goes into strict training . . . . I beat my body and make it my slave so that after I 

have preached to others, I myself will not be disqualified” (1 Corinthians 9: 25-27). 

 

3. Don’t look back 
 

“Brothers, I do not consider myself yet to have taken hold of it. But one thing I do: Forgetting what is behind and straining   

toward what is ahead, I press on toward the goal to win the prize for which God has called me heavenward in Christ             

Jesus” (Philippians 3:13-14). 

 

4. Get constant encouragement 
 

“Therefore, since we are surrounded by such a great cloud of witnesses, [see chapter 11 for a list of encouragers] let 

us . . . run with perseverance the race marked out for us. Let us fix our eyes on Jesus, the author and perfecter of our 

faith, who for the joy set before him endured the cross, scorning its shame, and sat down at the right hand of the 

throne of God.  Consider him who endured such opposition from sinful men, so that you will not grow weary and 

lose heart” (Hebrews 12:1-3). 

 

5. Throw off restraints 
 

” . . . let us throw off everything that hinders and the sin that so easily entangles, and let us run with perseverance the race 

marked out for us” (Hebrews 12:1). 

 

6. Discount pain 
 

“And now, compelled by the Spirit, I am going to Jerusalem, not knowing what will happen to me there. I only know that 

in every city the Holy Spirit warns me that prison and hardships are facing me. However, I consider my life worth nothing 

to me, if only I may finish the race and complete the task the Lord Jesus has given me-the task of testifying to the gospel of 

God’s grace” (Acts 20:22-24). 

 

7. Don’t let up until you cross the line 
 

“For I am already being poured out like a drink offering, and the time has come for my departure. I have fought the good 

fight, I have finished the race, I have kept the faith. Now there is in store for me the crown of righteousness, which the 

Lord, the righteous Judge, will award to me on that day, and not only to me, but also to all who have longed for his         

appearing” (2 Timothy 4:6-8). 

 
Copyright Jim Elliff 1989; revised 2021 

Christian Communicators Worldwide, Inc. 

Permission granted. 

www.CCWtoday.org 

Author: Jim Eliff 
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      Monday thru Friday  
 

WITA 1490 AM (Knoxville, TN)            9:30 a.m.              
WKBA 1550 AM (Roanoke, VA)          10:00 a.m. 
WKPA 1390 AM (Lynchburg, VA)       10:00 a.m. 
WBAG 1150 AM (Burlington, NC)       12:15 p.m.   
WBAG 105.9 FM (Burlington, NC)       12:15 p.m. 
WTRU 830 AM (Winston-Salem, NC)    2:00 p.m. 
WDZY 1290 AM (Richmond, VA)          6:15 a.m. 
                 10:00 a.m. 
WDZY 103.3 FM (Richmond, VA)          6:15 a.m. 
                 10:00 a.m. 
WSKY 1230 AM (Asheville, NC)             7:15 a.m. 
WYYC 1250 AM (York, PA)                   5:00 p.m. 
WYYC 98.1 FM (York, PA)                     5:00 p.m. 
 

Monday thru Sunday 
WXTH-LP 101.7 FM (Richwood, WV) 10:05 a.m. 
                 10:05 p.m. 

Sunday 
 

WCRU 960 AM (Charlotte, NC)               9:30 a.m. 
WBAG 1150 AM (Burlington, NC)         10:30 a.m.  
WTRU 830 AM (Winston-Salem, NC)    10:30 a.m. 
WDRU 1030 AM (Raleigh, NC)              10:30 a.m. 
WLES  590 AM (Richmond, VA)            10:30 a.m. 
Harbour Light of the Windwards   9:30 p.m. 
     1400 AM/94.5 FM (Caribbean) 
     
     
WGNQ mixlr.com/wgng-radio (M-F) 
                                   8:45-9 a.m. & 4:45-5:00 p.m. 
(Internet station based in Greenville/Washington, NC) 
 

The Beacon Broadcast 

Praise and Thanksgiving 
 

I bless thee for the soul thou hast created, 
  for adorning it, sanctifying it, 
          though it is fixed in barren soil; 
  for the body thou hast given me,      
  for preserving its strength and vigour, 
  for providing senses to enjoy delights, 
  for the ease and freedom of my limbs, 
  for hands, eyes, ears that do thy bidding; 
  for thy royal bounty providing my daily support, 
  for a full table and overflowing cup, 
  for appetite, taste, sweetness, 
  for social joys of relatives and friends, 
  for ability to serve others, 
  for a heart that feels sorrows and necessities, 
  for a mind to care for my fellow-men, 
  for opportunities of spreading happiness around, 
  for loved ones in the joys of heaven, 
  for my own expectation of seeing thee clearly. 
 
I love thee above the powers of language to express, 
 For what thou art to thy creatures. 
 
Increase my love, O my God, through time and eternity. 

 
The Valley of Vision,  

A collection of Puritan Prayers & Devotions 
Edited by Arthur Bennett 
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03 Joanna Isley 

04 Mae Counts 

 Hazel Garcia 

06 Rob Conrad 

07 Wendy Lynch 

14 Pam Owens 

 Nancy Verdi 

19 Mike Kelleher 

21 Tommy Blanchard 

22 Amanda Abernathy 

24 Larry Byrd 

26 Sherry Kane 

 Greg Mullis 

 Larry Norris 

The Beacon Beam 
Beacon Baptist Church 
PO Box 159 
Alamance, NC  27201 
 
 
 

PRSRT STD 
US POSTAGE PAID 
ALAMANCE, NC 
PERMIT NO. 3 

Return Service Requested 

   

Beacon Highlights for February 

08 Gabriel Bixby* 

20 Miriam Bixby* 

21 Caroline Vaughn* 

 
*Children of Missionaries 
 
 
 
 

 

We express our heartfelt  
sympathy to the families of: 

 
Grace Croft 
Betty Dyer 

Annie Davis Haizlip 
Tony Hockman 
Randall Murray 
Kenny Robinson 

Dick Travis 
 

Calendar     Member Birthdays Missionary Birthdays 

01 Coffee n’Courage 

02 Annual Business Meeting 

06 ESL 

07 Tri-State Particular Baptist 

   Fellowship 

08 Coffee n’Courage 

09 IMPACT Clubs 

13 Deacon Installation 

 Lord’s Table 

 ESL 

15 Coffee n’Courage 

 Elders/Deacons Meeting 

16 IMPACT Clubs 

19 Teen Banquet 

20 Members Meeting 

 ESL 

22 Coffee n’Courage 

23 IMPACT Clubs  

27 ESL 

  

  

 


