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SHINING FORTH THE LIGHT OF TRUTH 

 Paul was likely one of the 
most intelligent people to have ever 
lived. He certainly is one of the best 
writers. He was extremely ambitious. 
He knew adversity, yet he perse-
vered. If anyone “thinks he has rea-
son for confidence in the flesh,” Paul 
tells us, “I have more” (Phil. 3:4). 
 Yet, Paul realizes that 
“whatever gain I had, I counted as 
loss for the sake of Christ” (v. 7). He 
counts all his accomplishments, all 
his strivings after righteousness, as 
“rubbish,” a polite word for “dung.” 
All of Paul’s abilities and accom-
plishments simply serve to under-
score his utter inability to 
achieve righteousness. 
 Instead of putting his confi-
dence in the flesh, Paul learned to put 
his confidence in Christ and in the 
gospel. Paul wanted to be found in 
Christ. He writes, “That I may gain 
Christ and be found in him, not hav-
ing a righteousness of my own, but 
that which comes through faith in 
Christ, the righteousness from God 
that depends on faith” (v. 9). The the-
ologian Francis Turretin expresses it 
this way: 
 

God grant that, dismissing a vain 
confidence in our own merit, we 
may rest in the most perfect merit 

of Christ alone and so keep faith-
ful in him and fight the good fight 
even unto the end that we might 
receive the crown of righteous-
ness; due not to our merit, but 
most graciously promised to us 
from the heavenly rewarder. 

 
 Johnny Cash wrote a novel 
on the life of the Apostle Paul. Yes, 
one of country music’s icons and one 
of American music’s legends wrote a 
biography of Paul. Cash called it The 
Man in White, and it is a piece of ge-
nius. The “man in white” is actually 
not Paul. It’s Christ. Therein lies 
Cash’s genius. (Similarly, Augustine 
is not the main character in his auto-
biographical Confessions. God is.) 
Paul is not the main character in 
Cash’s biography. He’s the promi-
nent and predominant character as the 
pages unfold. But all along, we get 
the sense that there is far more to the 
story than what we are seeing on the 
page. Behind the scenes of Paul’s 
life, there is One at work, orchestrat-
ing all the details to one desired end 
and one certain outcome. 
 Paul knew he had to put his 
confidence in the gospel, because 
nothing else can turn the human heart 
and nothing else solves the human 
dilemma. People think the human 

dilemma is many things. Some say 
it’s poverty or the unjust distribution 
of resources and wealth. Some say 
it’s war and our penchant for war. 
Some simply think the human dilem-
ma is internal and psychological. As 
R.C. Sproul has often said, “The hu-
man dilemma is this: God is holy, 
and we are not. God is righteous, and 
we are not.” Our problem is not lack 
or abundance of wealth or resources. 
Our problem is not that we are a few 
degrees short of finding utopia. Our 
problem is the wrath of a holy God. 
No amount of righteousness that we 
might produce can solve that dilem-
ma. Paul testifies to only one solu-
tion: the righteousness that comes 
through faith in Christ. 
 When we think of Luther’s 
main doctrine, we think of justifica-
tion by faith alone. That doctrine 
hinges upon one word. In fact, the 
entire Reformation and the protest the 
Reformers launched against the    
Roman Catholic Church could very 
well be summed up in this one word: 
imputation. The doctrine of imputa-
tion teaches that our sin, which cuts 
us off and alienates us from a holy 
God, gets imputed to Christ. Christ 
paid the penalty for our sin, and so 
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our sins are forgiven. The doctrine of 
imputation also teaches that Christ’s 
righteousness gets imputed to us. If 
Christ’s work only accomplished the 
forgiveness of sins, we would be 
right back to where we were in the 
garden before Adam and Eve ate of 
the fruit of the Tree of Knowledge of 
Good and Evil. 

Christ’s work overcame the 
curse and restored “Paradise lost.” 
Christ’s work also leads to “Paradise 
regained.” We now stand in the very 
presence of God clothed in Christ’s 
righteousness. The “Man in white” 
took our filthy rags and gave us His 
white, pure, and righteous robe. Paul 
says it plainly in 2 Corinthians 5:21: 
“He who knew no sin became sin   
for us that we might become the 
righteousness of God.” 

Theologians refer to Christ’s 
work in terms of His active obedi-
ence and His passive obedience. In 
His passive obedience, He paid the 
penalty for sin; He atoned for sin. In 
His active righteousness, He earned 
righteousness on our behalf. No other 
message and no other means can save 
us or deliver us. Paul spent decades 
and piled effort upon effort in at-
tempts to white-knuckle his way to 
God. All to no avail. Then, on the 
road to Damascus, Saul came to an 
end as Christ, “the Man in white,” 
brought Paul to Himself. 
 Paul knew firsthand the power 
of the gospel. Not a day went by that 
he did not rejoice in what God had 
done for him in Christ. 

The brothers John and 
Charles Wesley tried white-knuckling 
their way into heaven. They even 
went to a faraway land as missionar-
ies in a futile attempt to achieve sal-
vation. Then, independently but with-
in a few days of each other, John and 
Charles were brought to Christ. John 
was convicted as he stood outside the 
Aldersgate Meetinghouse in London 
and heard Martin Luther’s preface to 
his commentary on Romans being 
read. Charles was convicted as he 
was reading Martin Luther’s preface 
to his commentary on Galatians. 
They decided they would no longer 
celebrate or mark their earthly birth-
days. Instead, they would celebrate 
the occasion of their conversions. 

 To mark his first new birth 
birthday, Charles wrote a hymn, 
“And Can It Be,” a hymn to the   
mystery and wonder of salvation. In 
one of the stanzas, he declares: 

 
Long my imprisoned spirit lay, 
fast bound in sin and nature’s 
night; thine eye diffused a quicken-
ing ray—I woke, the dungeon 
flamed with light; my chains fell 
off, my heart was free, I rose, went 
forth, and followed Thee. 

 
  
 Jessica Buchanan was an aid 

worker in the lawless lands of Soma-
lia. She worked with a Danish chari-
ty, teaching children how to avoid 
landmines. In October 2011, she was 
kidnapped by a band of Somali pi-
rates armed with AK-47s. She was 
held for ninety-three days in the wide 
open, through the rainy season. Over 
that time, she became malnourished 
and began to suffer greatly from a 
kidney infection. Her captors kept her 
alive, but barely. Negotiations were 
stalled. She had lost all hope. In the 

middle of the night on January 25, 
2012, she woke to a sudden and vio-
lent eruption of gunfire. She thought 
a rival gang had engaged her captors 
in a battle. She buried her head in her 
hands, thinking she would surely die. 
Then she felt a hand on her shoulder 
and heard someone call her name—
”Jessica.” 

 And she heard it in an Amer-
ican accent. 

 Under the cover of night, a 
detachment from U.S. Navy SEAL 
Team Six parachuted in and attacked 

the camp. All of the pirates were 
killed. Jessica was unharmed. The 
sailors picked her up and carried her 
out of the camp and to the designated 
pickup zone. The SEALs then made a 
circle around her and waited until the 
helicopter arrived. They loaded her 
onto the helicopter and she was car-
ried off to safety. As the helicopter 
lifted off, one of the SEALs handed 
her an American flag. 
 Jessica Buchanan contributed 
nothing to her release from her cap-
tors. The SEALs did it all. And when 
they rescued her, literally from the pit 
of death, they gave her back her iden-
tity. They gave her back her freedom. 

 Her story is a picture of this 
stanza from Charles Wesley’s hymn. 
It is a hymn commemorating a prison 
break. The prisoner could do nothing. 
This prison break was possible only 
through the work of Christ. So 
Charles Wesley’s hymn declares: 

 
Jesus, and all in Him, is mine; 
alive in Him, my living Head, 
and clothed in righteousness  
divine. 

 
 The quickening ray is able to 

penetrate the darkest of dungeons. It 
penetrated the Praetorian Guard and 
even the household of Nero. 

 In the middle of July 64, 
Rome burned. Nero likely caused the 
fire. He had ambitious plans to re-
build Rome, but there were current 
buildings in his way. The belief of 
historians is that Nero’s underlings 
set the fire to help speed along his 
revitalization plans. The fire, howev-
er, spread out of control. It burned for 
a week and may have consumed as 
much as 70 percent of the city. 

 Fingers started pointing at 
Nero. The Roman historian Tacitus 
tells us that to shift the blame off of 
himself, Nero fixed the blame on 
Christians. An intense season of per-
secution ensued. Tacitus further in-
forms us that Nero used Christians as 
living torches to illumine his gardens 
at night so he could be entertained by 
chariot races. Nero’s cruelty knew 
no bounds. 

 The persecution he unleashed 
lasted until the end of his reign in  
AD 68. Sometime between 64 and 
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68, Nero handed down the order for 
Paul to be rearrested and for Peter to 
be arrested. Both were executed be-
fore Nero’s death. This is the cultural 
backdrop for the growth of the church 
and for the New Testament writings. 

 Rome had two designations 
for the religions it encountered across 
its spreading empire. One of those 
designations was religio licita, which 
means “legal religion.” The other was 
superstitio illicita, which means 
“illegal superstition.” The word su-
perstition reveals how contemptuous 
Rome found these practices to be. For 
the most part, those people groups 
that Rome overtook were polytheists. 
This presented no problems to Rome. 
This simply meant more gods to add 
to the Roman pantheon. Most of the 
religions that came into the empire 
were dubbed religio licita. They had 
the stamp of approval of Rome and 
could be practiced freely. Judaism 
was granted religio licita status pri-
marily because Jews didn’t tend to 
proselytize a great deal. But from its 
beginnings, Christianity was designat-
ed a superstitio illicita. 

 As a consequence, Christians 
were literally enemies of the state—
marginalized, ostracized, and perse-
cuted. They could be killed with im-
punity. To be a Christian was to iden-
tify with a group of people who were 
worthy of nothing but shame and 
scorn. To the best Romans, Christians 
were seen as worthy of sympathy for 
their primitive ways. To the worst 
Romans, the death of Christians could 

provide entertainment. Ridding Chris-
tians from the empire would be the 
best possible outcome. 

 Tacitus refers to Christianity 
with the designation superstitio illic-
ita and testifies to the hatred the Ro-
man populace had for Christians. This 
despite the fact that Christians in 
these early centuries lived exemplary 
lives. Early apologists such as Athe-
nagoras and Justin Martyr testify to 
the lives Christians lived. They pro-
moted virtue. They honored the em-
peror. They had a work ethic that set 
them apart. Paul admonished   serv-
ants to work “as for the Lord” (Col. 
3:23). Christians had  loving families 
that showed genuine concern for each 
other. Yet, they were seen to be a 
criminal element and enemies of the 
state. They were hated—not because 
of their behavior, for their behavior 
was laudatory.       If only all Romans 
lived like the Christians. They were 
hated for their beliefs. They were hat-
ed for their  belief in Christ and in the 
gospel.  Ultimately, Christians were 
hated because their beliefs were dif-
ferent, and their beliefs challenged the 
status quo. 

 Christus, their leader, was 
hated also, and He was killed on a 
cross under Pontius Pilate. His fol-
lowers were all guilty—simply for 
being Christians. In the midst of all   
of this, we have Paul’s testimony in  
Philippians to the power of the gospel. 

 There is power in the gospel. 
And there is every reason for us to put 
our confidence in the gospel. In fact, 
we’re obligated to. We’re obligated to 

proclaim this Word. 

 
First published in Tabletalk Magazine, an 
outreach of Ligonier Ministries.  
Used by Permission. 
 
Dr. Stephen J. Nichols is president of  
Reformation Bible College, chief academic 
officer for Ligonier Ministries, and a Ligonier 
Ministries teaching fellow.  
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 I don’t remember a national 

election that generated as much inten-

sity as the one just passed.  Everyone 

has their opinions, most firmly held.  

Mine are no better than others, but I 

would like to share my perspective.  I 

do not speak from my official capaci-

ty as a pastor, but rather as a private 

citizen of the United States.  I’m sure 

many will disagree with some of what 

I say, but since a number you have 

asked for my thoughts, I’ll offer a few 

observations.  Feel free to disregard 

them as you please. 

 I begin with a short account 

of my own political history.  When 

Marti and I moved to North Carolina 

in 1973, we registered as Independ-

ents.  My loyalties were to the Bible, 

not to any political party.  I was then, 

and still remain, highly interested in 

politics, and faithfully researched 

candidates and voted in every elec-

tion.  However, it soon became appar-

ent that I was not making the best use 

of my voting potential.  In those days, 

Democrats so completely dominated 

politics in North Carolina that Repub-

licans failed to offer candidates for 

many offices, nor did they conduct a 

Primary election.  Among Democrats, 

there were many fine conservative 

candidates, some of whom were elim-

inated in the Democratic Primary.  I 

realized that to help conservatives, I 

would need to vote in     Primary elec-

tions, and to do that, I needed to reg-

ister as a Democrat.  As Republicans 

increased, they began to field candi-

dates for most offices, and their can-

didates were usually more conserva-

tive than their opponents.  To best 

support conservative causes, I 

changed my registration to Republi-

can.  Marti failed to make the switch 

at the same time, and continued as a 

registered Democrat for several more 

years.  Why do I tell you this?  For 

transparency about my political histo-

ry and leanings, and so you will know 

that my loyalties are not with a Party 

but with a set of principles.  Whichev-

er major Party best represents those 

principles wins my vote, and I have 

no problem switching Parties when 

positions change.  

 

ELECTION POLLS.  The political 

polls were a disaster this year, per-

forming worse than 2016.  How does 

this happen?  I don’t understand the 

mechanics of polling sufficiently to 

offer technical analysis, but it seems 

to me that when predictions favor a 

particular candidate by a large mar-

gin, the likely result is to discourage 

some people from voting.  If the mar-

gin is that large, why bother?  My 

vote won’t count.  Pollsters predicted 

a strong Democratic victory two elec-

tions in a row.  Either pollsters have 

no idea how to access data accurately, 

or they are trying to discourage Re-

publicans from voting.  Democrats 

regularly accuse Republicans of at-

tempting to suppress Democratic 

votes.  What about Left leaning poll-

sters endeavoring to suppress Repub-

lican votes?  This is an issue that 

ought to be explored. 

 

VOTER TURN-OUT.  Voter partici-

pation reached record numbers this 

year.  Conventional wisdom holds 

that a large turn-out favors Demo-

crats, but the highly touted Blue 

Wave didn’t happen.  Republicans 

registered gains from Congress to the 

State House.  Political convention 

was shattered and Party officials will 

be analyzing results for months to 

come.  Here’s my take.  The majority 

of Americans rejected Socialism, de-

funding the police, and virtually all 

the positions of the Progressive wing 

of the Democratic Party.  In spite of a 

rise in Socialistic favorability among 

younger Americans due to Socialist 

teaching in our schools, most Ameri-

cans don’t want Socialism. 

 

LEFT WING MEDIA.  The national 

media, which has generally leaned 

left during my life time, became more 

aggressive during the last four years.  

All pretense of neutrality went out the 

window, as nearly every major outlet 

except Fox News unleashed a con-

stant stream of leftward leaning prop-

aganda.  Listening to National Public 

Radio, as I frequently do, often 

sounded more like Democratic adver-

tising than objective reporting.  And 

they do this with my tax dollars!  

How do they get away with it?  Some 

of the bias is clearly articulated.  

Much more is buried in the choices 

made about what to cover and what to 

ignore.  For example, nearly every 

gathering of conservatives is reported 

as if it was an unruly mob, whereas 

liberal gatherings are almost always 

represented as peaceful assemblies.  If 

the liberal event turns into a violent 

mob, breaking windows, looting 

stores, and committing violence, this 

is largely ignored.   But if even one 

threatening act occurs at a conserva-

tive gathering, it is reported as if there 

was massive violence and mayhem.  

Do you remember the large Tea Party 

demonstrations several years ago?  I 

marveled at how tens of thousands of 

people remained peaceful, orderly, 

and departed with hardly a scrap of 

trash littering the ground.  However, 

the media generally characterized 

these as unruly events, even manufac-

turing non-existent instances of verbal 

violence.  But actual wide-spread 

property destruction, physical assault, 

and massive trashing of   multiple city 

blocks by the Left is generally repre-

sented as orderly and peaceful.  Then 

the media wonders out loud why so 

(Continued on page 5) 
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many Americans don’t believe them!  

They really don’t seem to have a 

clue.  Something needs to change in 

the national media for the good of our 

Nation. 

 

BIG MONEY IN ELECTIONS.  Re-

member when the Left decried the 

corrupting influence of big money in 

elections?  Not this year.  The tables 

have turned, and Democrats outspent 

Republicans by more than two to one 

in most races.  Suddenly, big money 

is no longer a problem.  But most of 

the races where Democrats outspent 

Republicans by huge margins were 

won by Republicans.  Michael Bloomberg 

spent more than one billion dollars to 

help elect Democrats with virtually 

nothing to show for it.  It’s comfort-

ing to know that big money doesn’t 

really buy elections. 

 

COVID-19 WILL GO AWAY.  How 

many times did I hear, “As soon as 

the election is over, COVID will go 

away.”  That sounded highly unlikely 

to me then, and now that it’s over,    

it is demonstrably false.  Yes, the 

Pandemic was highly politicized for 

partisan purposes, but No, it is not 

going away now that the election is 

over. It is a disease, and politicians 

don’t control diseases.  Did those 

who said this pay no attention to the 

rest of the world?  COVID is a world

-wide epidemic, raging around the 

globe.  Did all those other countries 

participate in a hoax to defeat 

Trump?  I’m sorry, but statements 

like this make some people appear 

very foolish.  COVID is not a scheme 

cooked up by Democrats to get rid   

of Trump, but it may have helped     

defeat him, not because Democrats 

conspired to use it against him, but 

because many who supported him 

refused to take it seriously.  Most 

people can see that COVID is very 

real.  To act as if it’s a big hoax 

makes many conservatives look   

foolish.  COVID hurt Trump because 

some of his own rhetoric sounded 

like he didn’t take it seriously.     

People who have a reasonable con-

cern about a genuine disease were not 

excited about electing a President 

who sounded as if he did not believe 

COVID is a real danger.  It was 

Trump’s friends, more than his ene-

mies, who helped COVID defeat him. 

 

TRUMP’S POPULARITY.  People 

who don’t like Donald Trump can’t 

seem to figure out why so many peo-

ple like him.  After all, he did receive 

more than 73 million votes.  There 

are many reasons why people sup-

ported him, but it was probably his 

willingness to stand up to the Left in 

the media, academia, government, 

Hollywood, professional sports, and 

wherever it is found, that earned him 

such widespread appreciation.  No 

one else has been willing to fight the 

way he has.  People are tired of being 

run over by the Left.  They are tired 

of the Cancel Culture.  They are tired 

of seeing biological males in girls’ 

locker rooms, and other assaults      

on common sense and decency.  In  

Donald Trump, they found a David 

who vigorously fought Goliath, 

something they have not seen before.  

I believe that’s what made him     

popular. 

 

TRUMP’S DEFEAT.  So why did he 

lose?  Why did he receive fewer 

votes in many places than other    

Republicans on the same ballot?  It 

clearly was not widespread rejection 

of his policies.  Other candidates who 

espoused the same policies won in 

places where he lost.  No, it was 

Trump, not “Trumpism” that lost on 

November 3, but why?  I think it’s 

because of his un-tempered rhetoric.  

He hurled insults daily until he man-

aged to offend just about everybody.  

You can’t verbally abuse more than 

half the people in America, and    

expect to win elections.  In the end, I 

think Donald Trump defeated him-

self.  He accomplished an astonishing 

amount of good for an enormous 

number of people, but his caustic 

tongue defeated him.  He received a 

larger number of votes than many 

thought he would.  Clearly a good 

many people were willing to over-

look what he said and evaluate him 

solely on the basis of what he did.  

But not everyone is so forgiving.  

Donald Trump is a strong man who 

nevertheless struggles to control his 

own spirit.  I pray that God’s grace 

will subdue him for the good of his 

soul, as well as for the sake of others.  

(Continued from page 4) 
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 As she watched the total rise 

with each beep of the scanner, she 

hoped the final amount wouldn’t ex-

ceed her limit for Christmas spending 

this year.  Most years she managed to 

stay within the budget, but this year 

had been an unusually busy one, and 

it held true… You can save time OR 

money, but seldom both.  As she 

waited for the clerk to finish ringing 

up the gifts she’d chosen, she began 

to wonder just how good her choices 

were.  Would these items turn out to 

be someone’s favorite or were they 

destined for the ‘re-gift’ pile -- or 

worse yet, the yard-sale box?  The 

higher the pile of  bags rose, the more 

she wondered how wise it was to do 

all this shopping, and the thought of 

giving gift cards made her wish she 

had chosen that option instead. Too 

late now. The clerk put the last item 

in the bag and announced the final 

figure. “A frugal January,” she 

thought, and handed over her credit 

card.  While she waited for the trans-

action to be completed she gathered 

the bags, thinking it was taking a bit 

too long for a simple credit card sale.  

It was with a hint of apology the clerk 

handed back her card and said, “Do 

you have another card you’d like to 

try?  This one has been rejected.” 

 Stunned, and more than a bit 

embarrassed she began to protest.  

“There’s no way there could be any-

thing wrong with that card!”  And 

though she knew it made no differ-

ence to the clerk, she continued, “I 

pay off my balance every month and 

have plenty of credit available on that 

card!  Can you try swiping it again?”  

But no matter how many times the 

patient clerk tried, the card was reject-

ed. Pulling out her checkbook, she 

wrote a check for the amount and 

with apologies to those waiting in line 

behind her, left as quickly as possible, 

feeling strangely criminal for what 

had happened. 

 Driving home her thoughts 

were in a jumble.  “I don’t know why 

I’m so upset over this.  It happens to 

everyone at least once in their life, 

I’m sure.  It wasn’t as if I was trying 

to steal something.  And anyway, 

those people in line behind me don’t 

even know who I am and I’ll probably 

never see them again.”  And then an-

other troubling thought:  “And now 

I’ve written that big check and don’t 

know if I have enough in my account 

to cover it! That’ll have to be the first 

thing I do when I get home…oh, that 

reminds me, I need to stop for gas on 

the way home…but now I can’t use 

my credit card and I don’t have any 

cash!”  And that reminded her that 

she had another bigger problem!  

What in the world was wrong with 

her credit card?  She really did pay it 

off every month, and she did have 

plenty of credit available so what 

could be wrong?  Now she felt she 

couldn’t get home fast enough, these 

two unpleasant task demanding atten-

tion.  What a disappointing way to 

finish up a Christmas shopping trip! 

 She was glad there was no 

one home when she got there, leaving 

her free to get right to her problems.  

The first task was the easier…a quick 

look online at her account assured her 

the check would clear.  The second 

was a bit more difficult.  She dialed 

the number on the back of her card 

and was told there were 8 other call-

ers in line in front of her and was put 

on hold.  And when it was finally her 

turn she was irritated to hear the voice 

on the other end...clearly someone 

with a foreign accent trying very hard 

to sound like an American. 

 “Hello ma’am.  How can I 

help you today?”  “Well, I was just 

out shopping and when I went to use 

my credit card it was rejected!  And 

you can tell, if you’ll look at my    

record of payment, that I pay my bal-

ance every month and I should have 

plenty of credit available!  There has 

been a big mistake somewhere and 

this has caused me a great inconven-

ience and I need you to straighten this 

out!” 

 “Thank you Ma’am for ex-

plaining this and I’m so sorry for this 

inconvenience.  I’m going to put you 

on hold for a few minutes.  Is that 

alright?” 

 She wanted to say ‘No, it’s 

not alright, I was already on hold for 

fifteen minutes waiting to talk to 

you,’ but she was beginning to feel 

just a bit ashamed of her attitude in 

the face of his patient politeness.  And 

besides, while she was sitting there 

her eye caught a glimpse of the 

stained glass ornament hanging in the 

window proclaiming ‘Peace on earth, 

goodwill to men’.  She put the phone 

on speaker and made herself a cup of 

tea while she waited…and waited.  

After seven minutes…not long unless 

you are on hold…she heard the man 

on the other end of the line.  “Ma’am, 

thank you so much for your patience 

and I’m sorry to take so long.  But we 

have no record of a payment last 

month and the amount that you were 

going to charge today would have 

caused you to exceed your credit limit 

and that is why your card was reject-

ed.” 

 Well, that was more than she 

could handle.  Taking out her frustra-

tion on the poor man on the other side 

of the ocean, she let him have a rather 

large chunk of her mind, and it    was-

n’t pretty, an angry woman   practical-

ly yelling out her stellar credit  history 

and her insistence that this get 

straightened out and quickly!  “Yes, 

Ma’am, I will do a search and will 

call you tomorrow and tell you what I 

find.” With that the conversation was 

ended. The state of peace on earth had 

not changed significantly, but good-

will to men had certainly taken a hit! 
(Continued on page 7) 
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 She was shaking when she 

turned off her phone and immediately 

began to regret her actions.  ‘Where 

did all this anger come from,’ she 

wondered.  In the scheme of things 

she knew this wasn’t all that large     

a problem.  It was an inconvenience, 

but that’s all it was.  Knowing she 

had to pull herself together before the 

family came home, she tried to put it 

out of her mind, first by retrieving the 

packages from the car and then   

reading the mail. There wasn’t much 

to read once the junk mail had been 

dropped in the waste can and the only 

piece left on the table was a statement 

from the credit card company.  It was 

addressed to her husband, but when 

she saw it, a suspicion began to form 

in her mind.  They had recently done 

a switcheroo on their credit cards and 

he was using the account that she  

had been using, and she had a new 

account.  Is it possible…she ripped 

open the envelope and checked the 

statement…and sure enough!  There 

was a payment listed in the exact 

amount she had owed -- and paid -- 

on her last statement!  How could this 

happen?  There was only one answer.  

It was human error.  She didn’t know 

which human it was who made the 

error, but knew it might even be her. 

 She was in a somewhat hum-

bled mood when her husband came 

home.  She related the event of the 

day to him, showing him the proof on 

his statement and with a grin he said, 

“Thanks, Hon!  That was generous of 

you to make that payment on my ac-

count!” And then, more seriously, “It 

reminds me of something from the 

sermon last Sunday.  You know, that 

part about how Jesus switched ac-

counts with us.  He took the account 

that had all the debt and we got the 

account with the payments all made!” 

 There it was, the truth of 

Christmas right there in black and 

white!  She was accustomed to seeing 

it proclaimed in many settings this 

time of year, but this was the first   

time she’d gotten the message     

from   Mastercard!  And there was no 

question about the ‘rightness’ of 

God’s gift, His ‘indescribable gift’…

the gift of His Son, Jesus, who      

became the God/man who lived a 

perfect life but took the punishment 

for the sins of mankind.  Now that’s 

peace on earth, good will to men! 
  

(Continued from page 6) 

      Monday thru Friday  
 

WITA 1490 AM (Knoxville, TN)            9:30 a.m.              
WKBA 1550 AM (Roanoke, VA)          10:00 a.m. 
WKPA 1390 AM (Lynchburg, VA)       10:00 a.m. 
WBAG 1150 AM (Burlington, NC)       12:15 p.m.   
WBAG 105.9 FM (Burlington, NC)       12:15 p.m. 
WTRU 830 AM (Winston-Salem, NC)    2:00 p.m. 
WDZY 1290 AM (Richmond, VA)          6:15 a.m. 
                 10:00 a.m. 
WDZY 103.3 FM (Richmond, VA)          6:15 a.m. 
                 10:00 a.m. 
WSKY 1230 AM (Asheville, NC)             7:15 a.m. 
WYYC 1250 AM (York, PA)                   5:00 p.m. 
WYYC 98.1 FM (York, PA)                     5:00 p.m. 
 

Monday thru Sunday 
WXTH-LP 101.7 FM (Richwood, WV) 10:05 a.m. 
                 10:05 p.m. 

Sunday 
 

WCRU 960 AM (Charlotte, NC)               9:30 a.m. 
WBAG 1150 AM (Burlington, NC)         10:30 a.m.  
WTRU 830 AM (Winston-Salem, NC)    10:30 a.m. 
WDRU 1030 AM (Raleigh, NC)              10:30 a.m. 
WLES  590 AM (Richmond, VA)            10:30 a.m. 
Harbour Light of the Windwards   9:30 p.m. 
     1400 AM/94.5 FM (Caribbean) 
     
     
WGNQ mixlr.com/wgng-radio (M-F) 
                                   8:45-9 a.m. & 4:45-5:00 p.m. 
(Internet station based in Greenville/Washington, NC) 
 

The Beacon Broadcast 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

Now may the God of hope fill you with all joy and peace in believing,  

that you may abound in hope by the power of the Holy Spirit. 

Romans 15:13 
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02 Brittany Chavez 

04 Marie Cardwell 

 Donna Rhue 

08 Bob LaTour 

 Jane LaTour 

 Michele Lowe 

09 Jenni Delorge Gillaspie 

 John Harmon 

10 Cody Bryner 

11 Marca Councilman 

12 Tony Abernathy  

13 Larry Cardwell 

20 Marti Barkman 

 Hannah Kucewicz 

21 Gerry Holt 

22 Darla Haizlip 

25 Betty Duncan 

 Kelsey Perry 

27 Carol Wade 

28 Rick Zachary 

29 Rose Bradshaw 

30 Buddy Warner 

31 Danny Gilley 

  

The Beacon Beam 
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Beacon Highlights for December 

09 Janice Worth 

16 Zacharie  Bixby* 

17 Justin Rudolph* 

24 Teresa Johnson 

28 David Champlin 

 
*Children of Missionaries 
 
 
 

 

We express our heartfelt  
sympathy to the families of: 

 
Dr. Alan Cairns 

Pastor Gary Hendrix 
Max Hudson 
Ken Miller 

Charles Pope 
Helen Sawyer 

Ben Vestal 
Wilbur Whitehead 

 

Calendar     Member Birthdays Missionary Birthdays 

 

Due to COVID-19 restrictions,  

our calendar is subject to change.   

We encourage you to follow our 

 announcements on our Beacon  

website: www.beaconbaptist.com 

08 Elders/Deacons Meeting 

24 Christmas Eve 

   (Church Office Closed) 

25 Christmas Day 

   (Church Office Closed) 

 


