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by Paul Tripp 

What in the world is a hermeneutic? 

 

You might be familiar with the term if you took any classes at a seminary or if you study the Scriptures with commentaries. 

 

But hermeneutics isn’t a discipline that should be reserved just for academic Christianity. No, hermeneutics is something 

we all use in our everyday, street-level walk with God. 

 

So, what in the world is a hermeneutic? In a word - interpretation. 

 

Hermeneutics is the science of interpretation. We each carry around our personal life hermeneutic; that is, our particular 

way of making sense of life. 

 

Most significantly, our hermeneutic is what gives direction and motivation to our behavior. For example, if I believed that 

achieving X led to happiness, then I would pursue X. If I concluded that consuming Y resulted in cancer, then I would 

avoid Y. 

 

In Psalm 73, we discover that the writer Asaph has a defective hermeneutic. It’s a dysfunctional perspective that you and I 

carry around sometimes, too. 

 

Everywhere Asaph looked, it seemed as if the bad guys were winning. The arrogant, proud, and lawless appeared to thrive, 

living with wealth, health, pleasure, and ease. 

 

It didn’t make sense. How could a just and holy God allow the wicked to prosper and the righteous to suffer? Asaph began 

to wonder if it was worth obeying the Lord. He became so embittered that he was like a beast before him (read the entire 

Psalm, but see verses 21-22 specifically). 

 
(Continued on page 2) 
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Yet Asaph had made a devastating interpretative error - one that you and I are prone to make as well. His everyday life her-

meneutic had no destiny included in it. 

 

Without eternity, Asaph would have been right. If our present, physical world is all we have, then all of life should be about 

what we can experience, acquire, and enjoy in the here and now. 

 

If this life is all that there is, then you would expect a good God to immediately and obviously bless those who follow him 

and curse those who mock him. 

 

But this life is not all that there is. So, you and I must live with a preparation mentality - and with a destiny hermeneutic. 

 

You can’t interpret personal suffering and societal brokenness without remembering that God is not satisfied with the world 

as it is. The Creator - who made this world and rules everything in it and who is the definition of goodness, wisdom, love, 

and truth - has promised to one day make all things new. 

 

Your street-level hermeneutics must also include this essential interpretative perspective: the fallen world is meant to drive 

us to the end of ourselves. It will take us beyond our autonomy and self-sufficiency. It will push us beyond our righteous-

ness, strength, and wisdom. 

 

Why would God allow us to be frustrated in this world? Why would he leave us here to groan? Because in so doing, he’s 

molding and preparing us for eternal glory. 

 

This broken world was never meant to be our paradise - it’s a preparation for our final destination. 

 

So today, if you look around and believe that those who have defied God are experiencing blessing, apply your destiny   

hermeneutic and look again. 

 

If you think that God has forgotten about you by allowing you to experience frustration and suffering, revert to your prepa-

ration mentality and think again. 

 

Grace has given you something better than they are now experiencing. Grace has given you eternity - a destination so     

glorious that the most eloquent words on a page couldn’t do it justice. 

 
—wednesdaysword@paultrippministries.org 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

(Continued from page 1) 

                             

“It is never on account of its formal nature as a psychic act that faith is conceived in Scripture to be saving.  

 It is not, strictly speaking, even faith in Christ that saves, but Christ that saves through faith.  The saving power 

resides exclusively, not in the act of faith or the attitude of faith or nature of faith, but in the object of faith.” 
 

“We have but one Saviour; and that one Saviour is Jesus Christ our Lord.  Nothing that we are and nothing that 

we can do enters in the slightest measure into the ground of our acceptance with God.  Jesus did it all.” 
 

Quotes by B. B Warfield   
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Christian Liberty and Love 
  

 
 

 The Apostle Paul responds to 

questions from the Corinthians in his 

first epistle.  Chapter seven addresses 

concerns about marriage, and chapter 

eight with eating meat offered to 

idols.  Although idol meat was the 

question, Paul’s answer leans heavily 

upon the underlying issue of Christian 

liberty.  Some activities, though not 

sinful in themselves, should still be 

avoided because they harm others. 

 The Corinthians lived in an 

idolatrous society, and most of the 

church members were saved out of a 

pagan background.  Much of their 

former social life involved meals eat-

en in pagan temples.  No wonder, 

then, that questions relating to idol 

meat were high on their agenda.  Two 

questions emerge.  First, is it right to 

eat food at home which has been of-

fered to idols, and second, should I 

refrain from eating at pagan temples?  

The Apostle Paul addresses both 

questions. 

 

WHAT WE KNOW.   All Christians 

know the truth about pagan gods, but 

knowledge can puff us up, which is 

why we need a generous dose of 

Christian love to build others up.  

Knowledge tends to promote over-

confidence in ourselves fueling an 

inflated estimation of our knowledge.  

Yes, we know something about pagan 

gods which our neighbors do not, but 

none of us knows as much as we 

ought.  Knowledge should make us 

humble, but often instead expands our 

pride.  There is something more im-

portant than knowledge, namely love, 

which causes us to consider others 

and their needs, not trumpet our supe-

rior understanding.  May our 

knowledge always be seasoned with 

love. 

 

UNDERSTANDING IDOLS.   Idols 

are illusionary, the figments of 

warped imaginations.  The gods wor-

shipped by pagans do not exist except 

in the minds of their worshippers.  

There are many gods and lords, two 

titles commonly used for pagan gods, 

but they are only “so called gods.”  

They have no objective reality, be-

cause there is only one true God who 

is the source of all that exists.  He is 

creator of all, the origin of life.  Zeus, 

Venus, Apollos, and Mercury do not 

exist.  Because this is true, eating 

meat previously offered to them is a 

non-issue.  If an idol is nothing, then 

eating meat offered to an idol is no 

sin.  Such activity, in and of itself is 

not wrong, because we are not wor-

shipping a false god.  We know these 

so called gods are nothing, and we are 

not venerating them when we eat food 

a pagan priest has consecrated to their 

honor. 

 

WHAT WE NEED TO KNOW.    

However, we need to be more sensi-

tive to our weaker brother.   Some 

Christians have less knowledge than 

others.  They have not yet fully ab-

sorbed nor consistently applied to 

daily life what they know about the 

true nature of idols.  They worry that 

eating food offered to idols consti-

tutes participating in idol worship.  

Their consciences have not been re-

calibrated to apply the truth about the 

nature of idols to the practice of eat-

ing food offered to idols.  In their 

weak condition, they are in danger of 

violating and damaging their con-

science by eating consecrated food. 

 It is true that food does not 

affect our relationship with God.  

Neither eating nor refraining com-

mends us to Him.  Weaker Christians 

may believe that eating idol meat dis-

pleases God and harms their relation-

ship with Him.  Stronger believers 

may think that eating idol meat pleas-

es God because it demonstrates that 

they understand the Bible correctly.  

Both are mistaken.  The act of eating 

or refraining affects our relationship 

with God in no way.  It is a neutral 

act which neither pleases nor dis-

pleases Him. 

 But be careful with your 

Christian liberty.  Recognize that the 

exercise of your liberty may harm 

others.  To eat idol food may encour-

age your weaker brother to violate his 

conscience.  Your knowledgeable 

eating is capable of inflicting damage.  

You need to understand the bigger 

picture.  Yes, you have truth on your 

side when you eat, but there is more 

to consider than idols and their food.  

To flaunt your liberty in the presence 

of a weaker Christian, thereby tempt-

ing him to violate and damage his 

tender conscience is to sin against a 

brother, which is a sin against Christ.  

So, is eating food offered to idols a 

sin or not?  That depends.  To do so 

privately away from the presence of a 

weaker brother is no sin because the 

activity of eating is not, objectively, a 

sin.  But to unlovingly tempt a weaker 

brother to violate his conscience is 

sin, not because eating is sin, but be-

cause tempting another to sin is sin. 

 There are times when mature 

Christians must be willing to forgo 

liberty for the good of another.  Love 

is more concerned about others than 

self.  The exercise of liberty is as 

much about knowing when to refrain 

as in knowing what is or is not sin.  

Parading your Christian liberty re-

(Continued on page 4) 

by Greg Barkman 
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veals both incomplete knowledge as 

well as weak love.  The Apostle Paul 

does not abrogate his Christian liber-

ty, but gladly forfeits its exercise in 

certain situations.  “If food makes my 

brother stumble. I will never again eat 

meat, lest I make my brother stum-

ble” (I Corinthians 8:13).  The proper 

course is based upon love more than 

knowledge. 

 Christian liberty is not simply 

what I can do without sinning.  It is 

also about how my actions will im-

pact others.  Some liberties can be 

safely exercised privately, but not 

publicly.  Eating in the privacy of 

your home is fine.  It is the legitimate 

enjoyment of nutritious food which 

God has provided.   However, eating 

in a pagan temple is a different situa-

tion.  If your actions are observed by 

those who do not fully understand 

truth, you may be responsible for pro-

moting sin.   

We must keep in mind that 

Christian liberty cannot be regulated 

by someone else.  The possibility that 

my freedom could potentially harm 

another does not justify someone 

making a new rule which says no one 

may exercise this liberty because do-

ing so could harm others.  Paul’s in-

structions are directed to individual 

believers exhorting us to exercise 

Christ-like love toward others, and to 

self-regulate the exercise of legitimate 

practices.  Paul does not condone an-

yone acting the Pharisee by regulating 

away a legitimate liberty granted by 

God. 

 Not every activity is objec-

tively right or wrong.  Some things 

are always wrong, such as murder, 

adultery, theft.  Some things depend 

upon the situation, and require mature 

love to properly determine the right 

course of action.  To some, liberty is 

all about knowledge.  If I understand 

the Bible correctly and know that a 

particular practice is not forbidden, I 

have the liberty to do what I please.  

If others are troubled, that’s their 

problem, not mine.  But Paul teaches 

that liberty is more about love than 

knowledge.  If my practice contrib-

utes to a brother damaging his imma-

ture conscience, that’s my problem as 

much as his.  Love motivates me to 

elevate the welfare of others above 

my freedom, no matter how legiti-

mate it may be. 

 

CONTEMPORARY  APPLICATIONS.  

Most of us will never be confronted 

with meat offered to idols.  But Paul’s 

teaching has many application for us 

today.  Let’s consider just one, the 

question of wine and Christian liber-

ty.  May those whose Bible 

knowledge gives them clear con-

science to partake, season their prac-

tice with love.  There are many who 

do not have the same level of under-

standing, and are troubled by the 

thought of imbibing.  Their con-

science does not allow them to drink.  

Is it right to flaunt my liberty in front 

of them?  Should I mount a soap box 

and chide them for failing to recog-

nize the blessings of wine bestowed 

by our Creator?  Or, should I quietly 

restrict my moderate intake to the 

privacy of my home, where I may 

enjoy this liberty without harming 

others.  A thoughtful reading of First 

Corinthians eight provides answers to 

these important questions.  If wine 

makes my brother stumble, I will 

drink no wine in his presence, and I 

will     promote no alcohol in his hear-

ing.  May God help us as we carefully  

consider these matters with under-

standing,  humility, and love.   

(Continued from page 3) 

 

THE LORD’S DAY 
 

 God has, in great mercy, given us a day, one day in seven, wherein to rest, and to think of holy things.  

There were seven days that God had in the week. He said, “Take six, and use them in your business.”  No, we 

must have the seventh as well.  It is as if one, upon the road, saw a poor man in distress, and having but seven 

shillings, the generous person gave the poor man six; but when the wretch had scrambled on his feet, he    

followed his benefactor to knock him down, and steal the seventh shilling from him.  How many do this!  

The Sabbath is their day for sport, for amusement, for anything but the service of God.  They rob God of his 

day, though it be but one in seven.  This is base unthankfulness. 

—Spurgeon’s Quotes The Definitive Collection, Edited by Kerry James Allen 
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The book we are studying in 

Coffee n’Courage this year is Instru-

ments in the Redeemer’s Hand, writ-

ten by Paul Tripp.  The lesson this 

past week was, in part, about getting 

our questions right.   We talked about 

all kinds of questions and their an-

swers, from the everyday to the criti-

cal. These are random and mostly 

unrelated, and may seem unimportant, 

but here are a few we discussed and 

then some.  

For the Retailer:  The sales 

clerk should not ask the customer, 

“May I help you?”  This elicits a yes 

or no answer, and it’s usually NO.  

Ask, instead, what you can help them 

find. This will move them from 

browser to buyer more quickly.  If 

you don’t want a yes or no answer to 

your question you must frame it cor-

rectly. This can be helpful when en-

gaging your children in conversation. 

“How are you doing?” is a 

tough question for someone who has 

suffered a great loss.  They are grief-

stricken and the question requires ei-

ther giving voice to the unspeakable 

or feeling they must respond as if the 

grief has lessened, when it hasn’t. A 

simple and sincere statement of love 

and caring makes it easier for your 

hurting friend.  And closely related is 

the question, “What can I do to help 

you?” or, “What do you need?”  We 

likely already know they need some-

thing but the question puts them in 

the position of asking us for some-

thing.  We should tell them what we 

plan to do for them and let them ac-

cept or refuse our offer.   

 A question many ponder pri-

vately is, Why is God doing this to 

me?  A better question is, “WHAT is 

God doing IN me?”  Since the plan of 

God for all of us is that we endure 

suffering in life, a little or a lot,  we 

need to know how it is that God in-

tends to change and grow us through 

the suffering.  “Suffering does not 

mean that God’s plan has failed.  It is 

the plan.”*  But our blessings are also 

sent by God and with as much inten-

tion and purpose as the trials, though 

often tempting us to drift from our 

dependence on God.  What should 

our response be to these good times?   

 Why does God ordain for 

some of his children to live such long 

lives?  This is a question asked by 

many in this day when life expectan-

cy has seen many living well into 

their late 90’s. It was often on my 

mind during the eight years I cared 

for my parents, one with Alzheimer’s 

and one who was blind, deaf, and fi-

nally developed bone cancer.  These 

were two people who longed to start 

their journey into eternity with Christ.  

Weariness and longing characterized 

those last years when, after a lifetime 

of ministry where they were always 

needed, suddenly they only needed 

others. And this changing of roles for 

the caregiver that puts us into that 

“sandwich generation” where we are 

caring for children and parents at the 

same time is tough.  Why, when our 

parents’ eternal future is settled, does 

God not take them to himself?  Our 

need for them is surely long past.  Or 

is it?  Maybe it’s because we need 

them, not to take care of our daily 

needs, but to teach us the dual lessons 

of sacrifice and trust.  The sacrifice of 

caring for their needs, while learning 

to trust God as we depend on him for 

daily strength are lessons that will 

serve us well when we find ourselves 

changing roles with our children!      

Would anyone seek me out to 

find out about God?  I hope so.  

Sometimes when I pray for God to 

draw someone to himself, I wonder if 

someone I don’t even know is praying 

for a loved one whose paths will 

merge with mine that day.  Would 

they recognize me, as we interact, as 

someone marked by truth and love?  

Does making someone else 

look bad make me look good?  Short 

answer:  Disparaging comments actu-

ally make the speaker look worse, not 

the person they are talking about. 

Do other people think of me 

what I think of myself?  Probably not. 

You’ve probably heard it said “Don’t’ 

worry what other people think of 

you…they don’t!”  That can make us 

smile, but there is really a much more 

important question.  What does God 

think of me?  Have you ever pondered 

that question?  He does think about 

us…but what does He who knows all 

about us and reads every thought, 

think of us?  We expend a lot of effort 

to raise ourselves in the estimation of 

others but in the end, does it matter? 

That’s a question we need to get right.  

 

 
*Paul David Tripp, 

Instruments in the Redeemer’s Hand 

 

On  the Feminine Side                    
                                      by Marti Barkman 



 

“Father, Long Before Creation”                                       
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This anonymous Chinese text was 

apparently initially used as a theme 

song by Chinese Christians who kept 

the faith during the Mao Zedong era 

which began in 1949. The hymn was 

sung in a Bible-study center in Peking 

(now Beijing) during the winter of 

1952-53. In 1953, Bliss Wyant, a 

scholar of Chinese music and culture, 

gave the text to Francis P. Jones 

(1890-1965), a missionary to China 

from 1915 to 1950, who taught in the 

seminary of the University of Nan-

king (Nanjing). Jones translated the 

text into English and published it in 

the China Bulletin of the National 

Council of Churches (1953). After it 

appeared in The Hymnbook (PCUSA)  

in 1955, the text was published in a 

number of other hymnals. With vari-

ous references to Ephesians 1:3-14, 

the text confesses the Christian faith. 

The confession is especially bold 

when it is seen against the back-

ground of what would become the 

Chinese Cultural Revolution under 

Mao.  Stanza 2 states that “Though 

the world may change its fashion, 

You will still remain the same.” Stan-

za 3 concludes with a line from John 

3: 16, "God so loved us that he gave 

his only Son." The entire text affirms 

God's electing love and redemptive 

grace and leads to a final stanza in 

which the redeemed sing "glory to the 

Lamb upon the throne." Francis P. 

Jones also translated Christian clas-

sics into Chinese. His publications 

include some twenty-six volumes in 

addition to articles for periodicals and 

two hymn translations.   
 

—Adapted from the Psalter Hymnal 
 Handbook 

 
 

by Greg Phillips 



7 March 2019  THE BEACON BEAM 

“The saying is trustworthy and  

deserving of full acceptance, that 

Christ Jesus came into the world 

 to save sinners, of whom I am the 

foremost” 1 Timothy 1:15. 

 

Christ Jesus came to save sinners. 
 

Not, then, merely to prepare salvation 

for them; to open to them a pathway to 

salvation; to remove the obstacles in 

the way of their salvation; to proclaim 

as a teacher a way of salvation; to in-

troduce as a ruler conditions of life in 

which clean living becomes for the first 

time possible; to bring motives to holy 

action to bear upon us; to break down 

our enmity to God by an exhibition of 

His seeking love; to manifest to us 

what sin is in the sight of God, and 

how He will visit it with His displeas-

ure. All these things He undoubtedly 

does. But all these things together 

touch but the circumference of His 

work for man. Under no interpretation 

of the nature or reach of His work can 

it be truly said that Christ Jesus came 

to do these things. For that we must 

penetrate deeper, and say with the 

primitive Church, in this faithful saying 

commended to us by the apostle, that 

Christ Jesus came to save sinners. 
 

We must take the great declaration in 

the height and depth of its tremendous 

meaning. Jesus did all that is included 

in the great word ‘save.’ He did not 

come to induce us to save ourselves, or 

to help us to save ourselves, or to ena-

ble us to save ourselves. He came to 

save us. And it is therefore that His 

name was called Jesus—because He 

should save His people from their sins. 

The glory of our Lord, surpassing all 

His other glories to usward, is just that 

He is our actual and complete Saviour; 

our Saviour to the uttermost. Our 

knowledge, even though it be His gift 

to us as our Prophet, is not our saviour, 

be it as wide and as deep and as high as 

it is possible to conceive. The Church, 

though it be His gift to us as our King, 

is not our saviour, be it as holy and true 

as it becomes the Church, the bride of 

the Lamb, to be. The reorganized soci-

ety in which He has placed us, though 

it be the product of His holy rule over 

the redeemed earth, is not our saviour, 

be it the new Jerusalem itself, clothed 

in its beauty and descended from heaven. 
 

Nay, let us cut more deeply still. Our 

faith itself, though it be the bond of our 

union with Christ through which we 

receive all His blessings, is not our 

saviour. We have but one Saviour; and 

that one Saviour is Jesus Christ our 

Lord. Nothing that we are and nothing 

that we can do enters in the slightest 

measure into the ground of our ac-

ceptance with God. Jesus did it all. And 

by doing it all He has become in the 

fullest and widest and deepest sense the 

word can bear—our Saviour. For this 

end did He come into the world—to 

save sinners; and nothing short of the 

actual and complete saving of sinners 

will satisfy the account of His work 

given by His own lips and repeated 

from them by all His apostles. 
 

It is in this great fact, indeed, that there 

lies the whole essence of the gospel. 

For let us never forget that the gospel is 

not good advice, but good news. It does 

not come to us to make known to us 

what we must do to earn salvation for 

ourselves, but proclaiming to us what 

Jesus has done to save us. It is salva-

tion, a completed salvation, that it an-

nounces to us; and the burden of its 

message is just the words of our text—

that Christ Jesus came into the world to 

save sinners. 

 

 
From: The Works of Benjamin B. Warfield— 

Christology and Criticism (Volume III) 

Sunday 
 

WPCM 920 AM (Burlington, NC)             9:00 a.m. 
WPCM 95.1 FM (Burlington, NC)   9:00 a.m. 
WCRU 960 AM (Charlotte, NC)               9:30 a.m. 
WBAG 1150 AM (Burlington, NC)         10:30 a.m.  
WTRU 830 AM (Winston-Salem, NC)    10:30 a.m. 
WDRU 1030 AM (Raleigh, NC)              10:30 a.m. 
WSML 1200 AM (Graham, NC)                7:00 a.m.  
WLES  590 AM (Richmond, VA)            10:30 a.m. 
Harbour Light of the Windwards   9:30 p.m. 
     1400 AM/94.5 FM (Caribbean) 
     
     

      Monday thru Friday  
 

WITA 1490 AM (Knoxville, TN)            9:30 a.m.              
WKBA 1550 AM (Roanoke, VA)          10:00 a.m. 
WKPA 1390 AM (Lynchburg, VA)       10:00 a.m. 
WBAG 1150 AM (Burlington, NC)       12:15 p.m.   
WTRU 830 AM (Winston-Salem, NC)    2:00 p.m. 
WDZY 1290 AM (Richmond, VA)        10:00 a.m. 
WDZY 103.3 FM (Richmond, VA)        10:00 a.m. 
WSKY 1230 AM (Asheville, NC)             7:15 a.m. 
WYYC 1250 AM (York, PA)                   5:00 a.m. 
WYYC 98.1 FM (York, PA)                     5:00 a.m. 

 

Monday thru Sunday 
WXTH-LP 101.7 FM (Richwood, WV) 10:05 a.m. 
                 10:05 p.m. 

The Beacon Broadcast 

 

       Why Did Jesus Christ Come to Earth? 
by B. B. Warfield 
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Beacon Highlights for March 

01 Mike Webster 

12 Cheri Giuliani 

13 Carol Bunyan 

 Stuart Waugh 

03 ESL 

06 Fellowship Meal 

 Teen/Parent Focus 

 IMPACT Clubs 

09 Teen Homeplace Ministry 

10 Lord’s Table 

 ESL 

12 Coffee n’Courage 

 Elders/Deacons Meeting 

13 IMPACT Clubs 

17 Members Meeting 

 ESL 

19 Coffee n’Courage 

20 IMPACT Clubs 

21 Silver Saints 

24 ESL  

26 Coffee n’Courage  

27 IMPACT Clubs 

28 Men Sharpening Men 

31 ESL 

  

   

   

 
We express our heartfelt  
sympathy to the families of: 

 

Randall Bryner 

Erma Conrad 

Thelma Fishel 

Kathryn Lockamy 

Herbert M. Taylor 

Bruce Wheeler 

Calendar     Member Birthdays Missionary Birthdays 

 

Please join us for our Spring Bible Conference— 

April 7-10 (Sunday through Wednesday) with Mark Webb from Olive Branch, Mississippi. 


