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The Challenge of Same-Sex Unions 
 

By Albert Mohler, Jr. 

THE BEACON BEAM 
TRUTH FOR A TROUBLED WORLD 

n the world but not of the world? 
From the very beginning, the church 
has faced the challenge of responding 
to external events, trends, ideologies, 

and controversies. By definition, the church 
does not get to choose these challenges, but 
they have been thrust upon Christians by the 
world. The question always comes down to 
this: What now? 
 That question seems especially urgent 
in light of the emergence of same-sex unions 

and marriage in the United States and the 
world over. How must the church answer this 
challenge? 
 To answer that question, we need to 
think about the speed of the moral revolution 
that has pushed this question to the forefront 
of our culture. In less than a generation, ho-
mosexuality has gone from being almost uni-
versally condemned to being almost fully nor-
malized in the larger society. 
 We are facing a true moral inversion - 
a system of moral understandings turned up-
side down. Where homosexuality was even 
recently condemned by the society, now it is 

considered a sin to believe that homosexuality 
is wrong in any way.  A new sexual morality 
has replaced the old, and those who hold to 
the old morality are considered morally defi-
cient. The new moral authorities have one 
central demand for the church: get with the 
new program. 
 This puts the true church, committed 
to the authority of God's Word, in a very dif-
ficult cultural position. Put simply, we cannot 
join the larger culture in normalizing homo-
sexuality and restructuring society to match 
this new morality. Recognizing same-sex un-
ions and legalizing same-sex marriage is cen-
tral to this project. 
 Liberal churches and denominations 
are joining the project, some more quickly 
and eagerly than others. The cultural pressure 
is formidable, and only churches that are truly 
committed to Scripture will withstand the 
pressure to accommodate themselves and 
their message to the new morality. 
 What, then, is the true church to do?  
First, we must stand without compromise on 
the authority of the Bible and the principles 
of sexual conduct and morality that God has 
revealed so clearly in His Word. The Bible's 
sexual morality is grounded in the creation of 
humanity in God's image; we are created as 
male and female and given the gift of sex 
within the marriage covenant — and only 
within the marriage covenant between one 
man and one woman for as long they both 
shall live. 
 The easiest way to summarize the 
Bible's teaching on sexuality is to begin with 
God's blessing of sex only within the marriage 
covenant between a man and a woman. Then, 
just remember that sex outside of that cove-

(Continued on page 8) 
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Sunday 
 

WPCM 920 AM (Burlington, NC)             9:00 a.m. 
WCRU 960 AM (Charlotte, NC)               9:30 a.m. 
WBAG 1150 AM (Burlington, NC)         10:30 a.m.  
WTRU 830 AM (Winston-Salem, NC)    10:30 a.m. 
WDRU 1030 AM (Raleigh, NC)              10:30 a.m. 
WSML 1200 AM (Graham, NC)                8:30 p.m.  
WLES  560 AM (Richmond, VA)            10:30 a.m. 
Harbour Light of the Windwards   9:30 p.m. 
     1400 AM/94.5 FM (Caribbean) 
     
     

      Monday thru Friday  
 

WITA 1490 AM (Knoxville, TN)            9:30 a.m.              
WKBA 1550 AM (Roanoke, VA)          10:00 a.m. 
WKPA 1390 AM (Lynchburg, VA)       10:00 a.m. 
WBAG 1150 AM (Burlington, NC)       12:15 p.m.   
WTRU 830 AM (Winston-Salem, NC)    2:00 p.m. 
WDZY 1290 AM (Richmond, VA)        10:00 a.m. 
WDZY 103.3 FM (Richmond, VA)        10:00 a.m. 
WSKY 1230 AM (Asheville, NC)             7:15 a.m. 

 

Monday thru Sunday 
WXTH-LP 101.7 FM (Richwood, WV) 10:05 a.m. 
                 10:05 p.m. 

The Beacon Broadcast 
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06 Carol Underwood 

11 Brenda Jarrell 

12 Larry Apple 

17 Charlotte Evans 

21 Pat Duncan 

22 Regina Abernathy 

 BJ Massey 

25 Alan Dyer 

29 Ann Barker 

31 Kelly La Tour 

 

August Missionary Birthdays 

August Member Birthdays 

Beacon Pastors 

 

Happy  

Birthday! 

  

 No Christian is in a healthy state of mind who is not         

prepared for trouble and persecution.  He that expects to cross 

the troubled waters of this world, and to reach heaven with wind 

and tide always in his favor, knows nothing yet as he ought to 

know.  We never can tell what is before us in life.  But of one 

thing we may be very sure “we must carry the cross if we would 

wear the crown.”  Let us grasp this principle firmly, and never 

forget it. 
—J. C. Ryle 
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here is no one definitive 
answer to the question, 
“What is a Christian”?  
That’s because there are 

many Biblical texts that provide vari-
ous answers, all of them true.  While 
most Believers tend to think in terms 
of one, simple, standardized defini-
tion of a Christian, God evidently 
wants us to think in a more compre-
hensive manner.  It’s good for us to 
consider the many facets of the beau-
tiful diamond of salvation, and one of 
the most thought-provoking answers 
may be found in the High Priestly 
prayer of Jesus in John chapter seven-
teen.  Here, Christ prays first for 
Himself (vs. 1-5), secondly for His 
Apostles (vs. 6-10), and finally for all 
Christians to the end of time (vs. 20-
26).  The prayer of Christ for His 
Apostles beginning in verse six is the 
focus of my thoughts.  Although these 
words were spoken specifically in rela-
tion to Christ’s Apostles, careful re-
flection reveals that they apply equally 
to all born-again Christians.  So, in 
these words of Christ, what is a Christian? 
 
 One who first belonged to the 
Father.  “I have manifested Your name 
to the men whom You have given Me 
out of the world. They were yours. You 
gave them to Me.”   Jesus describes 
those who belonged to the Father 
before they belonged to the Son.  
There is obviously a sense in which 
everyone belongs to God by right of 
creation.  Here, however, Jesus is talk-
ing about a select group of people, 
not everyone, and He describes them 
as first belonging to the Father in a 
way that others do not.  They be-
longed to the Father in a manner that 
predates and precedes man’s involve-
ment.  Jesus is clearly talking about 
the Biblical doctrine of election, that 
God chose for Himself a people be-
fore He created the world (Ephesians 
1:4).  What a comforting reality for 

the child of God, to realize that God 
chose me for Himself before I was 
even born.  Although few probably 
think of the doctrine of election when 
answering the question, “What is a 
Christian?”, Jesus makes that truth a 
significant aspect of His description 
of God’s people.  A Christian is one 
who was chosen by the Father and 
first belonged to Him by virtue of 
God’s electing grace, even before he 
belonged to the Son. 

 

 One who was given to the Son.  
“They were Yours.  You gave them to 
Me.”  Those who were chosen by the 
Father were subsequently given to the 
Son, evidently in a Trinitarian agree-
ment before time began.  Listen care-
fully to the opening words of this 
prayer.  “Father, the hour has come.  
Glorify Your Son, that Your Son also 
may glorify You.  As You have given 
Him authority over all flesh, that He 
should give eternal life to as many as 
You have given Him” (John 17:1b,2).   
A Christian is one who was given by 
the Father to the Son as a reward for 
His coming to earth as a man, to keep 
the requirements of the law perfectly, 

and to die vicariously upon the cross.  
Isaiah speaks of this promised reward 
when he says, “He shall see the labor 
of His soul, and be satisfied.  By His 
knowledge My righteous Servant shall 
justify many, for He shall bear their 
iniquities.  Therefore I will divide Him 
a portion with the great, and He shall 
divide the spoil with the strong, be-
cause He poured out His soul unto 
death (Isaiah 53:11,12a).  The elect of 
the Father become the chosen bride 
of Christ, presented to Him by the 
Father as the reward for His atoning 
work.  What a wonderful answer to 
the question, “What is a Christian?”  
A Christian is one who was given by 
the Father to the Son. 
 
 One to whom the Son manifested 
the Father’s name.  We hear Jesus pray-
ing to the Father in these words, “I 
have manifested Your name to the 
men whom You have given Me out of 
the world.”  Here are a special people 
who receive a special manifestation, a 
clear revelation of God.  Name is an 
abbreviated way of emphasizing the 
identifying characteristics of a person.  
To manifest God’s name is to reveal 
His character, His attributes, the truth 
about Who He is.  How does a person 
first come to understand the truth 
about God?  Jesus says it is because 
He reveals God to the ones given to 
Him by the Father.  Christians are 
not always aware of this inward work 
of special revelation.  To our experi-
ence, understanding seems to come 
by reading the Bible, listening to ser-
mons, or having a Christian friend 
explain the Gospel to us.  Indeed, 
these are the means God uses, but 
why are some exposed to these activi-
ties with no lasting result, whereas 
others are brought to saving faith in 
Christ through these very means?  
Two people, sitting side by side,    
may hear the same sermon.  One may 

(Continued on page 7) 
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Fitting Christ into Your Life? 
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oes the title of this  article 
trouble you?  Is the idea 
consistent with good theol-
ogy?  I will let you think 

about that for a minute.  On one 
occasion during a sermon I asked a 
similar question in a rhetorical 
fashion.  I asked,  “Is it good to in-
clude God in your plans for your 
life?”  You can imagine the surprise 
when my rhetorical question was 
answered audibly by a man sitting 
three rows from the front.  He said, 
“You don’t include God in your 
plans, He includes you in His!”  
That man got the point I was trying 
to make, better yet the point God 
was making in the text I was 
preaching from.  That was the issue 
with the rich young ruler Jesus was 
speaking to in Mark 10.  He would 
have Jesus and the benefit of eter-
nal life if He could simply include 
Jesus in his life.  Jesus called him to 
a radically different kind of rela-
tionship.  Jesus said to him, in es-
sence, that he must deny himself, 
take up his cross and follow Him.  
Not many are willing to follow 
Christ when it means that, but let’s 
not be deceived, there is no genu-
ine following Christ without that. 
 You see the notion that I 
can be counted a follower of Christ 
by fitting Him into my life is a false 
message.  It is false because it leaves 
me in charge.  That idea, though 
popular today is a false gospel, be-
cause it leaves you in charge.  There 
really hasn’t been any change.  It is 
as though the building belongs to 
you, but you let Jesus live in one of 
the apartments.  It is as though the 
kingdom belongs to you, but you 
let Jesus have one of the cottages.  
It is as though the schedule belongs 

to you, but you let Jesus have one 
of the appointments. 
 Maybe you’re thinking, 
“Oh, I get it.  I shouldn’t give 
Christ just a little place in my life.  
I should give Him a big place.  
Well, I can do that.”  No, that is 
not what I mean.  Even if you give 
Him a big place in your life instead 
of a little one, it is still your life.  

And that is the problem.  Jesus 
Christ doesn’t want a place in your 
life.  He doesn’t want you to fit 
Him into your plans.  He wants to 
fit you into His!  You are called to 
belong to Him.  He created you 
and gave you life that you might 
exist and live for Him.  God 
doesn’t exist for you, but you for 
Him. 
 Now if you are a Christian 
you are doubly obligated to live for 
Him.  Not only on the basis of crea-
tion but because you are a new cre-
ation through the redemptive work 
of the cross.  Some don’t like this 
sense of loss of control and free-
dom of their lives.  Freedom can 

only be understood in the context 
of slavery.  You see, “a man is a 
slave to whatever has mastered 
him” (2 Peter 2:19), and everyone is 
mastered either by his own sinful 
desires or by Christ.  There aren’t 
any other options.  The first way, 
we are free from the control of 
righteousness, but there is no bene-
fit, only futility and death.  The 
second way, we are free from the    
control of sin, and the benefit is 
holiness and eternal life (Romans 
6:16-23). 
 Paul viewed the believer as 
dead to sin and alive to God.  He 
saw it as a contradiction in terms 
for a Christian to yield to sin’s con-
trol.  He said, “Do you not know 
that when you present yourselves to 
someone as slaves for obedience, 
you are slaves to the one whom you 
obey, either of sin resulting in 
death, or of obedience resulting    
in righteousness?” (Romans 6:16).  
He saw all believers as essentially 
obedient, not free from sin or sin-
less, but free from the tyranny of 
sin and servants of righteousness.  
He wrote, “But thanks be to God 
that though you were slaves of sin, 
you became obedient from the 
heart to that form of teaching to 
which you were committed, and 
having been freed from sin, you 
became slaves of righteous-
ness”  (Romans 6:17, 18). 

Michael Karns 

Bernardo Mata 
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et’s face it-sometimes it is 
hard to get much out of the 
sermon or teaching you 
receive in your church. 

While some of the blame often lies at 
the feet of the presenter, it is still the 
obligation of the listener to scratch 
for something nourishing for the 
soul. 
 

Here are some hearing aids: 
 

1. Sleep more. Not during the meet-
ing, of course, but the night before. 
This takes some planning. It is espe-
cially difficult with youth, who use 
Saturday night as an opportunity to 
stay up as late as possible. 
 
2. Take notes. Buy a small notebook 
with a sturdy back, and don’t forget 
to bring a pen or pencil. Your notes 
may be imperfect, but they do help a 
sluggish mind. Don’t let your note 
taking make the session purely aca-
demic. Sermons are to be "experienced." 
I like to put the subject in a circle in 
the middle of the page and draw lines 
out from the circle to other points, 
etc. But everyone has their own style. 
 
3. Bring your Bible. It is difficult to 
follow the preacher’s line of thought 
when you don’t have the whole text 
of his message, including the sur-
rounding context, in front of you. 
Pew Bibles are sometimes useful, but 
using your own Bible means that you 
can underline as you need to, and 
write notes in the margin. 
 
4. Sit closer. Almost without excep-
tion, the best listeners are in the 
front. There are some valid reasons to 
be in the back, needless to say, but it 
is usually true that sitting in the back 
impedes our listening. 
 
5. Minimize distractions. If you are 
sitting where there is a lot of move-
ment around you, find a better place.  

 
 
 

If your kids are noisy and seek your 
attention, then "divide and conquer" 
by asking a relative or friend to sit 
with you. Prepare a way for the little 
ones to "draw" what they are learning 
from the sermon. And make sure they 
go to the bathroom prior to the meet-
ing. Nothing breaks concentration, 
for listeners as well as the preacher, 
like the Sunday shuffle to the re-
stroom. 
 
6. Ask questions. In a typical session, 
this will likely have to be done follow-
ing the meeting. For instance, you 
might ask: "Pastor, I did not under-
stand what you meant by the phrase 
‘sanctification is by faith.’ Would you 
please explain that again to me?" 
 
7. Discuss the problem. Express to a 
pastor or leader that you are having 
trouble listening and would like to 
improve. Ask for suggestions. Perhaps 
this will cause the leader to be alert to 
your need and to improve communi-
cation, or you might discover some 
better way to connect to his style of 
speaking. 

Some people sleep each and every 
time the Word is preached. The 
preacher opens his Bible; the member 
closes his eyes—every time! Others 
don’t sleep, but they have nomadic 
minds and never concentrate. Years 
of this will leave you spiritually desti-
tute. There has never been a truly 
spiritual person who could not some-
how lock his or her mind on the 
truth. 
 
Jesus said, "Therefore take heed how 
you hear. For whoever has, to him 
more will be given; and whoever does 
not have, even what he seems to have 
will be taken from him" (Luke 8:18). 
 
In other words, if you do not "take 
heed how you listen" even what you 
seem to have in terms of understand-
ing will be taken away from you, re-
vealing that you never truly under-
stood or knew God at all. 
 
One person hears all he can and, 
though it might not be all he would 
like, it still makes him stronger. The 
other person sleeps or mentally es-
capes and experiences spiritual atro-
phy or even eternal loss. 
 
Nobody likes to be told, "Get a hear-
ing aid." But I say, "He who has ears 
to hear, let him hear!" (Mt. 13:9). 

 
 

Copyright © 2011  Jim Elliff  
Christian Communicators Worldwide, Inc. 

Used by Permission  
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On the Feminine Side Marti Barkman 

t was early on a spring morning 
when Meadow Gabrielle en-
tered our world. She is the first 
child of our first child, the 

daughter of Gabriel and Jordana Dun-
can.   This, our seventh grandchild, 
tips the scale in favor of the girls.  It 
goes there easily in this family.  As 
with all new little people, much discus-
sion centers around who she looks 
like.  Most say it is Jordana, some think 
it is Gabe’s niece, while others say she 
looks just like her cousin Adelyn.  I’ve 
seen a shadow of Jordana’s dimples, 
and those long legs…well, those are 
unmistakably from her Daddy!   

Meadow is our only grand-
child here in North Carolina, but still 
an hour away, so we don’t see her 
nearly as often as we’d like.  When we 
do, the changes are noticeable.  And 
we can tell from pictures how she is 
growing and beginning to engage with 
the world around her.  On a recent 
holiday we had a “family and friends 
to meet Meadow”  lunch,  and as we 
interacted with our guests I was so 
grateful to be reminded of how many 
people already know her, have prayed 
for her, and  love her deeply.  And yet 
when I looked into those dark eyes I 
realized how much I don’t know of 
her yet.  I know all about her, but I 
don’t really know her.  Who will 
Meadow be?  Time will tell.  
 Before our children had chil-
dren, the state of ‘grandparenthood’ 
was described to me in such heavenly 
terms that I thought seeing a grand-
child for the first time would surely be 
accompanied by the music of heavenly 
hosts, or at least the Boston Pops!   But 
my memory of that event, now more 
than ten years ago, is of a very quiet 
time.  That tiny, sleeping bundle, 
swaddled in a hospital blanket, head 
covered in one of those ubiquitous 
pink and blue striped caps, had an 
identity inseparable from my daughter, 
her mother. And as each grandchild  

 
entered our world they were each so 
much an extension of their mother 
that I loved them initially because of 
my long-held love for her, not because 
I knew them.  Those sweet early days 
of their lives when I was privileged to 
stay in their homes for a few days, gave 
me some good rocking chair time and 
memories to take home and to cher-
ish.  But I’ve discovered it takes their 
lifetime to get to know these children. 
Each occasion spent together adds 
another frame to the continuing story 
of who these little ones are becoming.  
It takes time.     

There’s much I love about 
being a grandmother, not the least of 
which is loving Grandpa!  But there’s 
more.  It has occurred to me that 
when our children have children, 
they’ll know us, their parents, in a new 
way. They will begin to understand the 
rigors of parenthood and the why of 
some of the things we did.  Some good 
things, because God gave us wisdom.  
And some not so good, because par-
ents are fallen humanity.  They’ll see 
that the mistakes we made were due to 
our human failings, and maybe better 

understood and forgiven. They’ll un-
derstand that sometimes what didn’t 
feel like love, really was love.  But best 
of all, they will, at last, understand just 
how we have always felt about them.  I 
think the only way to understand the 
love of a parent for a child is to love a 
child oneself.    

I was the youngest child in my 
family and I remember, when I was 
very young, hearing my mother men-
tion the possibility of having another 
child.  Not eager to give up my posi-
tion as youngest, I hoped she wouldn’t 
take this idea too far.  And she didn’t, 
for she would always end the discus-
sion with, “I don’t know if I would 
want to bring any more children into 
this old world, as awful as it has be-
come.”  Think of it.  This would have 
been in the early 1950’s, the decade of 
Leave It to Beaver and Father Knows 
Best!  Those were the days when I was 
allowed to walk alone the three 
minutes to the post office in what was 
then Draper, NC, and ride my bike 
several blocks to the end of our street.  
We walked to school, played without 
supervision in playgrounds, and moth-
ers, with seldom a fearful thought, let 
their children play out in the neigh-
borhood. “Just be home by supper-
time!”  I think longingly of those hal-
cyon days.  And yet, even in those 
seemingly untroubled times, my par-
ents saw the world as a troubled place, 
because it was.  Hasn’t it always been?   

You can’t read Old Testa-
ment, in particular, without realizing 
the depth of depravity that goes all the 
way back to the Garden of Eden, and 
some of the accounts of man’s sinful 
ways in Biblical times sound as bad as 
the worst we read of in our times.  But 
for those of us born in a peaceful 
country, in tranquil times, there is a 
striking contrast between our child-
hood and today.  It may seem worse 
because we have news broadcast from 

(Continued on page 7) 
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What Is a Christian? Greg Barkman 

believe the message to His soul’s   sal-
vation, while the other may soon for-
get what he heard and continue as 
before.  Various explanations may be 
offered for this phenomenon, but the 
wise accept the explanation given by 
Christ.  It is because He manifests the 
Father’s name to those who were given 
to Him by the Father.  No one com-
prehends the true spiritual essence of 
eternal truth except by Divine revela-
tion.  “But the natural man does not 
receive the things of the Spirit of God, 
for they are foolishness to him; nor 
can he know them, because they are 
spiritually discerned” (I Corinthians 2:14).  
If you know yourself to be a born-
again child of God, give your Savior 
glory for revealing the truth about 
God to you.  Otherwise you would still 
be in darkness. 
 
 One who has kept the Father’s 

Word.   Jesus concludes verse six with 
these words, “and they have kept your 
word.”  In this four-fold description of 
a Christian, the first three all pertain 
to what God has done, and only now 
do we learn what the Christian does, 
namely he keeps the Father’s Word.  
This is another way of saying he be-
lieves the message that Christ mani-
fested to him.  Faith is the means by 
which a sinner lays hold of Christ.  
Faith is essential for salvation, and 
everyone who is born-again exercises 
faith in the Gospel of Christ.  But 
faith is only possible after Christ has 
opened our hearts to spiritual truth, 
and thereby enables us to believe 
God’s Word.  How does a Christian 
keep God’s Word?  He keeps it imper-
fectly, but perseveringly.  He believes 
in Christ initially, and continues to 
believe in Christ all the way to Heav-
en.  He has doubts, fears, and stum-
bles along the way, but a Christian is 

one who continues to keep the Fa-
ther’s Word.  One who fails to keep it 
demonstrates that he was no true be-
liever after all.  He was a stony or 
thorny ground hearer, who responds 
to the Gospel initially, but loses his 
grip upon the Word because he has no 
strength within himself, and the cares 
and concerns of the world draw him 
away.  But a true Christian, by the def-
inition given us by none other than 
Christ, is one who keeps the Word of 
the Father to the very end. 
 Dear reader, does this four-
fold definition of a Christian describe 
you?  If so, give praise to God above.  
If not, I pray that you will recognize 
your danger, and flee to Christ.  “Keep 
us Lord, O keep us cleaving, to      
Thyself, and still believing, ‘til the 
hour of our receiving, promised joys 
with Thee.”  

(Continued from page 3) 

On the Feminine Side Marti Barkman 

every corner, ‘24/7’, but there is surely 
an escalating of not only the numbers 
but the kinds of, and reasons for vio-
lence in the world.  What should we 
do?   Should we live in fear?  Should 
we retreat to the wilderness and hide 
from the world?  What should we do to 
protect those in our care during increasingly 
troubled times?  

I find it comforting to realize 
that what we are seeing is exactly what 
God told us we would see…and you 
recognize this when you hear and read 
the news:  People are blinded to truth.  
When someone doesn’t want to know 
truth, eventually they won’t recognize 
it when it is in front of them.  What is 
comforting about that? The fact that 

truth is available to us and with God’s 
help, identifiable as such!  What does 
one do to protect their children in 
troubled times?  Learn, know, and teach 
God’s Word and live His ways! On a dai-
ly basis, our lives should show our chil-
dren and grandchildren what it looks 
like to live out truth.  It can’t be done 
without intention, without planning, 
without firm purpose.  It takes hard 
work and self-denial. My husband of-
ten said to me, “Parenting is not for 
the fainthearted.”  How true, and how 
helpful that was to me when in the 
rigors of parenting I did feel faint of 
heart.  It helped me to be reminded 
that my job had a description and I 
needed to own it and stay with the 
program.   

The wonderful thing about all 
this is that truth yields beautiful fruit.  
The harvest is sometimes long in com-
ing, as we learned in a message on 
prayer a few weeks back… “Sometimes 
God answers our prayers the first time 
we pray them, but the answer doesn’t 
arrive until years later….”  But the 
price of quitting is too great…these 
children are daily becoming who they 
will be in the future.  And whoever 
they turn out to be, they will live that 
identity somewhere, forever.  Protect 
them today, every day, with the tools 
of truth that God makes available to 
you.  You’ll be awfully grateful in years 
to come!  

(Continued from page 6) 
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nant relationship, whatever its form 
or expression, is explicitly forbidden. 
Christians know that these prohibi-
tions are for our good and that reject-
ing them is tantamount to a moral 
rebellion against God Himself. We 
also know that the Bible forbids all 
same-sex sexual acts and behaviors. 
Thus, we know that homosexuality is 
a sin, that blessing it in any way is also 
sin, and that normalizing sin cannot 
lead to human happiness. 
 Second, we must realize what 
is at stake. Marriage is first and fore-
most a public institution. It has al-
ways been so. Throughout history, 
societies have granted special recogni-
tion and privileges to marriage be-
cause it is the central organizing insti-
tution of human culture.  Marriage 
regulates relationships, sexuality, hu-
man reproduction, lineage, kinship, 
and family structure. But marriage has 
also performed another crucial func-
tion - it has regulated morality. 
 This is why the challenge of 
same-sex unions is so urgent and im-
portant. Redefining marriage is never 
simply about marriage. It leads to the 
redefinition of reproduction and 

parenthood, produces a legal revolu-
tion with vast consequences, replaces 
an old social order with something 
completely new, and forces the adop-
tion of a new morality. This last point 

is especially important. Marriage 
teaches morality by its very centrality 
to the culture. With a new concept of 
marriage comes a new morality, en-
forced by incredible social pressure 
and, eventually, legal threats. 
 Third, we must act quickly to 
teach Christians the truth about mar-
riage and God's plan for sexuality in 
all its fullness and beauty.  We must 
develop pastoral approaches that are 
faithful to Scripture and arm this gen-
eration of believers to withstand the 
cultural pressure and respond in ways 

that are truly Christian. 
 Last, and most important, 
this challenge must drive us to the 
gospel of Jesus Christ. Christians 
must be the first to understand this 
challenge in light of the gospel. After 
all, we know spiritual rebellion when 
we see it, for we ourselves were rebels 
before God's grace conquered us. We 
know what moral confusion means 
because without the light of God's 
Word, we are just as confused. 
 There is no rescue from the 
self-deception of sin except for the 
salvation that is ours in Jesus Christ. 
While doing everything else required 
of us in this challenge, the faithful 
church must center its energies on the 
one thing that we know we must do 
above all else - preach, teach, and live 
the gospel of Jesus Christ. 
 
 
Dr. R. Albert Mohler Jr. serves as  
president of The Southern Baptist  
Theological Seminary.   
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